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PREFACE. 



In making this addition to the two similar 
works already puhlished, the author wishes to 
say, that he considers the three as only parts of a 
series, to which, if life and opportunity should 
permit, he desires to make further additions, — 
preserving some degree of dependence each on the 
others. The three now puhlished, although in 
themselves perfectly distinct and independent, 
yet are mutually related in the leading suhjects to 
which they refer, and may not unprofitably be read 
in the order which that relation will point out. 
Thus, Enoch, though published last, is the second 
in point of order. The frst place evidently be- 
longs to the " Philippian Jailer," in which the 
important subject of the conversion of the sinner 
to God is considered. ** Enoch " comes next, as 
showing something of the character and conduct 
of the truly regenerate. And this may properly 
be followed by " Obed-Edom," as, wherever 
there is personal religion in those who are at the 
a2 
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head of the family, the family itself will be, by 
religious worship and discipline, consecrated to 
God. Several other subjects suggest themselves 
as naturally following these. There is religious 
communion, as well as family communion ; and 
piety must be considered in its relations to the 
former, as well as to the latter. Then again, 
scriptural examples bring before us youthful piety, 
and piety in old age ; — piety declining through 
the indulgence of worldly affections, and piety 
maintained in a prosperous condition in the midst 
of worldly snares and temptations. The word of 
God is rich indeed in its lessons of spiritual 
wisdom. There are no human writings like the 
Scriptures. They stand alone. And is not this 
one of the numerous and powerful demonstrations 
of their divine origin, which they possess ? The 
best human writings on religious and moral 
subjects, are those which recognise the supremacy 
and perfection of Scripture, and whose authors 
endeavour to expound those principles of godli- 
ness which the Scripture so richly contains. As 
the philosophy of human nature, whether con- 
sidered individually or socially, becomes better 
understood, the perfect adaptation of Scripture to 
man becomes more convincingly apparent. They 
who have read much, have at length obtained a 
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PREFACE. O 

line for fathoming the deepest productions of man. 
But the word of God still furnishes a wisdom 
whose depths are unfathomable. What book, 
except this, will bear reading so often? And 
who that reads it aright, however frequently he 
has read it before, does not find, on his last 
perusal, something new, — something that gives 
more of what is more than pleasure ? 

Without positively fixing a title to a series that 
may never be carried beyond its present articles, 
the author may yet, perhaps, be allowed to 
suggest one that would be expressive of his 
object. Fully to elucidate the lessons of heavenly 
wisdom which the history and biography of the 
sacred volume include, would require, not one 
life-time, but the life-time of many. But par- 
ticular portions may be contributed by an indi- 
vidual. And this is what the author wishes to do 
in these " Miscellaneous Chapters of Scriptural 
History and Biography." In writing them, he 
has been engaged in an employ nient which he has 
found to be a delightful one. His only aim has 
been to fix the attention of his readers on the 
word of God, and to assist them to read it with 
greater delight and advantage. He does not 
profess to be himself a teacher of moral systems ; 
but he wishes to show what he believes to be the 
A 3 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



6 PREFACE. 

lessons taught by the Scriptures; and all his 
remarks have been written with the design of 
recommending the attentive and prayerful perusal 
of the Bible. By combining or comparing facts, — 
by tracing them to their principles, — by analyzing 
character, and forming every judgment on it 
according to the unerring laws of God, — treasures 
•of wisdom, contemplative and practical, may be 
found in the Sacred Writings, building up man in 
holiness here, and while preparing him for the 
unclouded glory and perpetual felicity of heaven, 
blessing him with foretastes of it as pure and 
elevating as they are delightful. 

The youthful reader especially — but not the 
youthful reader only — is earnestly recommended 
to seek the ability of reading the word of God 
with pleasure and profit. For this purpose, let 
him read it frequently ^ giving up some of his less 
important converse with man, that he may often 
in his closet converse with God. Let him read 
it with much thought^ and much prayer ^ and every 
perusal shall be more delightful and more advan- 
tageous than the one which went before. 
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ENOCH. 



" And Enoch walked with God : and he was not ; for God 

took him." — Genesis v. 24. 
''By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see 

death ; and was not found, because God had translated 

him : for before his translation he had this testimony, 

that he pleased God." — Hebrews xi. 5. 



We are carried back, by these texts, to a very 
remote antiquity. In the first and second chap- 
ters of Genesis, we have the history of Creation, 
and of the first days of human life. In the third 
chapter, we have the history of the temptation of 
man, his fall, and the consequences of it. In the 
fourth chapter, we have the account of the murder 
of Abel by Cain, with the circumstances leading 
to it ; and of Cain's subsequent conduct, together 
with some notices of his immediate descendants. 
In the fifth chapter, there is given to us the line 
of Adam's posterity, by Seth, to the days of. 
Noah, including a period of more than fifteen 
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8 ENOCH: 

centuries. Of this period the sacred history gives 
scarcely any information beyond the names con- 
stituting the particular line of descent now men- 
tioned ; conjecture, therefore, would be wrong as 
well as useless. We see, indeed, the wickedness 
of the heart, breaking forth in the case of Cain ; 
and we have a few notices of the progress of 
society among his immediate descendants. And 
we know only too well, that where society ad- 
vances in what are called the arts of life, without 
the guiding and restraining influence of religion, 
corruption makes a fearfully rapid progress. And 
the account given us of what may be regarded not 
merely as the close of the period, but the devel- 
opment of the principles which had been at work 
during its continuance, and their maturity, and 
ultimate triumphs, demonstrates, not only the 
existence and power of this particular law, — so 
often illustrated in the history of mankind, — but 
its actual and unrestricted operation. In the days 
of Noah, " God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth." Great it must have been, 
for ** all flesh had corrupted his way upon the 
earth :" so that " the earth also was corrupt 
before God, and the earth was filled with violence." 
Two circumstances are particularly mentioned 
in connexion with the line of Setb. About the 
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time that Enos, the son of Seth, was born, *^ men 
began to call upon the name of the Lord." Of 
course, worship did not then begin ; for Abel both 
worshipped, and worshipped acceptably. But 
perhaps it was then (Enos was only Adam's 
grandson) that worship became the act of the 
society f as well as of the/amt7^. Cain had gone 
out from the presence of the Lord ; and there is 
too much reason to fear, that among his descend- 
ants religion had no existence. All was unbelief; 
and, as following unbelief, rapidly increasing moral 
corruption. Seth would worship with his father; 
but, about the time of the birth of Enos, society 
had assumed a definite and independent form, and 
in that form, in the line of Seth, men " began to 
call upon the name of the Lord." Religion be- 
came one of the elements of social development ; 
one of the expressions of social character. God 
was acknowledged by the acts of the body corpo^ 
rate, as well as by those of separate individuals. 
So, ages afterwards, though at an early period of 
the history of the new world, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Palestine, where original truth was 
still acted upon, direct idolatry was a public 
crime. Men might not plead their rights against 
the acknowledged rights of God, It is, indeed, 
possible to abuse this, by placing human require- 
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10 EXOCH : 

moits on the lerel of divine rights ; but the prin- 
ciple is both sound and necessary. Where God is 
passed by, there God passes by. I^ to escape 
the inconvenienoes and evils of the abuse of good, 
the good itself is rejected in its obligation, the 
blessings of the good will not be given in the rule 
of Providence. When society withholds obedi- 
ence, to the same extent God withholds his 
blessing. When society connives at the evil 
which it should denounce, it shares in the guilt, 
and must abide by the consequences. But in 
Job's days, when the traditions of primitive truth 
were still, in his neighbourhood, cherished, the 
denial of the God that is above^ was an iniquity to 
be punished by the judge. If society is to prosper, 
it must have both the uniting, the restraining, the 
purifying, and the elevating influences of a publicly 
acknowledged religion. And the manner in which 
society has in all ages dealt with religion, can 
only be explained by referring it to some princi- 
ple adopted and embodied in its earliest move- 
ments. Men began to call upon the Name of the 
Lord. 

The second circumstance particularly mentioned 
in connexion with this genealogical history ^ relates 
to Enoch. Of this eminent saint no details are 
givpn The account only refers to general facts. 
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OR, PERSONAL PIETY. 11 

By comparing the preceding dates with the occur- 
rences in his life which are given, it appears that 
when he was horn, Adam was six hundred and 
twenty-two years old, and Seth four hundred and 
ninety-two. It likewise, from the same compari- 
son, appears that Adam died when Enoch was 
two hundred and eight, and that Enock survived 
ninety-eight years. When Enoch was removed, 
Seth was eight hundred and fifty-seven years old ; 
and therefore Seth survived that event fifty-five 
years. What, however, were the localities, 
respectively, of the residence of these fathers of 
the human race, or what their opportunities of 
mutual communication, we are not told. Nor 
does the history give any statement as to the 
character of society. St. Jude, indeed, mentions 
an important circumstance. The history only 
tells us that " Enoch walked with God." The 
inspired Apostle, referring to seasons of singular 
wickedness, tells us, — "And Enoch also, the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of 
his saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him." 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



12 ENOCH: 

When this is combined with two facts, and the 
well-known laws of human nature are recollected, 
and applied — as we are warranted to apply them 
— some important inferences will be unavoidable. 
Noah was bom four hundred and thirty years 
after the hirth of Enoch, and sixty-nine after his 
removal from earth. Now, in the days of Noah, 
mankind had become fearfully corrupt ; and such 
corruption does not become complete all at once. 
There must have been a progress, and a progress 
which must have existed, and been advancing, in 
the days of Enoch. And then it is said, when 
the great catastrophe of the old world is coming 
forward as an event of history, — said, too, at the 
commencement of what may be termed the para- 
graph relating to it, — ** When men began to mul- 
tiply on the face of the earth," — beyan to multi- 
ply, — higher up, therefore, in the history of man 
than the age of Noah, — "and daughters were 
born unto them, That the sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair ; and they 
took them wives of all which they chose." It is 
thus plain, that at comparatively an early period 
this mixture of the races of Cain and Seth — these 
marriages between the dauyhters of meny and the 
sons of God — began to take place: and as the 
fact is mentioned in this exceedingly brief narra- 
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OR, PERSONAL PIETY. 13 

tive, in immediate connexion with the corruption 
of man that had now overspread the earth, it was 
evidently one of its causes, weakening the re- 
straints on the sinfulness of man's nature, and 
increasing its power hy stimulating it. The two 
races were not widely separated as to residence. 
The descendants of Seth had the opportunity of 
easily forming intimate acquaintances among the 
descendants of Cain. A man like Enoch, there- 
fore, would be able to perceive the moral condi- 
tions of the world in both its great divisions. He 
would dwell among the children of Seth ; he 
would not be so far removed from the children 
of Cain as to be ignorant of their character. 
What the means and methods of intercommunion 
between different portions of society then were, 
we know not ; nor do we, for any practical pur- 
pose, need to know. There can be no doubt that 
the times of Enoch were times of great depravity 
on the one side, and great declension and frequent 
apostasy on the other. This might have been 
conjectured if we had only possessed the inspired 
statement of Jude ; but when the few, and brief, 
but very decisive notices of the actual history are 
considered, — and considered, first, in reference to 
the explicit declarations of Scripture respecting 
human sinfulness, — secondly, in reference to the 
/ B 
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14 ENOCH : 

well known, scripturally recognised laws accord- 
ing to which the principles of human nature, 
intellectual and moral, operate, — and, thirdly, in 
reference to Jude's statement respecting Enoch, 
and its relation to the times which he portrays, 
— what would have been warrantable and proba- 
ble conjecture, becomes all but absolute matter of 
fact. It may be taken, therefore, as a melancholy 
truth, that the period marked by Enoch's resi- 
dence on earth, was, as to its moral aspects, 
exceedingly gloomy and threatening. 

But, while the two circumstances already men- 
tioned are, religiously speaking, the principal 
facts on record between the expulsion of fallen 
man from Paradise, and the destruction of the 
old world for its wickedness, by the flood, others 
are adverted to, tending to show both the present 
character of man, his obligations and duties, and 
the progress of what may be termed social life in 
the same period. 

The history of Cain and Abel is exceedingly 
instructive. It shows us that with the earliest 
worship of man, regarded as being no longer 
possessed of original righteousness, sacrifices were 
connected. It is not in so many words, indeed, 
said that these were divinely instituted ; but 
when their early existence is considered, and their 
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OB, PERSONAL PIETY. 15 

reference to the great Atonement, to be made in 
the fulness of time by the offering of the body of 
our Lord Jesus once for all, — together with the 
fact, that Abel in faith offered what was after- 
wards, under the law, declared to be a sacrifice of 
propitiation, — it is scarcely possible to avoid the 
conclusion that they were so ; and that thus, they 
constituted one important part of those early 
revelations, by which the nature of the service that 
would be accepted from sinful man, and rendered 
available to his salvation, was made known. In 
Abel we see one who fled for refuge to lay hold of 
the hope set before him, and who thus became a 
partaker of the righteousness which is by faith. 
In Cain we see a self-righteous and self-sufficient 
sinner, rejecting the religion of revelation, and 
contenting himself with the religion of nature ; 
and manifesting, that as the carnal mind is enmity 
against God, so, likewise, that he that is born of 
the flesh, persecutes him that is born of the 
Spirit. Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and 
slew him. And at all times, the self-righteous 
formalist, and the self-sufficient infidel, have 
proved themselves to be the followers of perse- 
cuting Cain. Submission to divine teaching, and 
genuine spirituality of mind, they always feel to 
condemn them, and whenever they have the 
b2 
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16 ENOCH : 

power, they oppose them in every possible way. 
Men who reject revelation often speak in praise 
of what they term freedom of thought ; but all 
history testifies, that they never willingly allow 
freedom to the religion which is taught and com- 
manded by God, and which is God's work in the 
soul. 

The brief notice of the history of Lamech» 
although mysterious from its brevity, suggests — 
and perhaps was inserted in the record to suggest — 
the moral and social evils flowing from polygamy* 
Our Lord has most explicitly informed us, that 
from the beginning it was intended that one inan 
should have his own wife. Lamech is the flrst 
on record who broke through this holy, and wise, 
and benevolent law ; and the same record shows 
in his case the two facts — which we may reason- 
ably conjecture not to have been unconnected — • 
of polygamy and murder. 

The preceding chapter contains several notices 
of the state of society, extremely brief, and to 
mere curiosity unsatisfactory ; but, when pro- 
perly considered, highly instructive. Some ancient 
heathen writers, who have been followed by those 
who, from their profession of the Christian reve- 
lation, ought to have known better, represented 
the savage state as the original condition of man. 
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OR, PERSONAL PIETY. 17 

The knowledge of facts, at the present day, 
enables us to take a view of the case directly 
opposed to this. Savagism is a state into which 
man has fallen : in the beginning it was not so. 
Savages dwell not in cities; but " Cain builded a 
city, and called the name of the city after the 
name of his son, Enoch." Another is mentioned 
as the head of those who dwell in tents, and 
whose chief property consists in their flocks and 
herds. Now, while there may be less of some 
branches of civilization among the dwellers in 
tents than among the dwellers in cities, yet 
enough is known of the nomadic tribes of the 
east, to satisfy us that they are not savages. 
After the flood, Abraham and the patriarchs 
dwelt in tents ; but the societies they formed 
were, in the truest sense of the phrase, civilized 
ones. Besides, we read of " artificers in brass 
and iron." There must, therefore, have been the 
knowledge of minerals, and of the method of 
separating the metal from the foreign substances 
with which it was mixed in the ore ; as well as 
an acquaintance with the general properties of the 
metals themselves, and of the methods of working 
them. Nor were the more imaginative arts un* 
known. We read of those that " handle the harp 
and the' organ." Here is not only music, but a 
b3 
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knowledge of some of its important principle^^ 
and the application of them to two classes of 
instruments, — those from which musical sounds 
are obtained by the vibration of strings of dif- 
ferent, but properly proportioned lengths, and 
from the passage of wind through pipes or tubes 
of different length and diameter. The history of 
the World before the Flood is not given to us ; 
but by reflection on the separate notices which 
are recorded, and upon all that they include, 
either as to their principles or their consequences^ 
and by combining the whole, at least a general 
notion of the social state may be obtained. It 
was evidently one of decided civilization, as that 
term is distinguished from the ignorant barbarism 
of savage life, — such savage life as was fancied by 
those who described men as originally living in an 
almost brute-like condition, feeding on acorns, 
and dwelling in woods and caves. Man was 
made for society by his Creator, who pronounced 
that it was not good for man to be alone ; and 
when God made for man a help meet for him, he 
became not only the Author of the domestic 
constitution, but the Founder of human society. 
In social life man has dwelt from the beginning. 
In society there is the fullest development of the 
various faculties of his nature. It is in society 
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OR, PERBONAL PIETY. 19 

that some of his most important duties are to be 
performed. And in every revelation of the divine 
will, society has been taken under the especial 
care of the great Lord of all. Commandments 
have been given, obedience to which would have 
promoted not merely the happiness of individuals, 
but the well-being of families and communities. 
The second of the two commands, on which hang 
all the law and the Prophets, is, ** Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." But, in the ante- 
diluvian, as in the postdiluvian world, we see the 
prevalence of sin, and the fearfully rapid progress 
of moral corruption. Men, generally, neither 
loved God with all their heart, nor their neighbour 
as themselves ; and thus went on till all flesh had 
corrupted its way on the earth, and the earth 
became filled with violence, — ^proving, as well as 
illustrating, the great scripture doctrine of Original 
Sin. 

From these necessary notices of the ante- 
diluvian period, and of the character and 
moral circumstances of the age of Enoch, we 
must now come to himself. And here we find 
the notices of the sacred history limited to an 
extent that leaves curiosity utterly unsatisfied. 
Of Enoch's character, it is only said that " he 
walked with God" Of his position in life we 
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20 ENOCH : 

know no more than that he was no recluse, 
dwelling in solitude ; but connected as usual with 
social life, and having a family of sons and 
daughters. Even his remarkable removal is 
stated so briefly — " he was not, for God took 
him,'* — that its full character rather appears &om 
the inspired — comment, shall we term it ? — of 
St. Paul, than from the text itself. But, while 
the notices furnish no food for curiosity, and while, 
therefore, we carefully repress its cravings, they 
suggest invaluable lessons for our spiritual in- 
struction ; and these it is our duty as carefully to 
bring into full and edifying light. To explain a 
scriptural phrase upon the evident principles of 
Scripture, is to perform a duty. Much in Scrip- 
ture is stated briefly, that we may ourselves 
develope the included significance. In doing 
this, fancy must have no place. Facts are not 
to be invented, where we are not told of their 
existence. Brief notices, indeed, may be — in- 
deed must be — enlarged ; but so enlarged as that 
they shall still preserve their own internal pro- 
portion, — enlarged by being placed in the bright 
light of explicit Scripture. Thus, as an instance 
of this allowable and requisite way of proceeding, 
it is said that Enoch " walked with God." The 
actital events of his life can never be elicited from 
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this. To attempt to do so, were to employ fancy 
in the task of invention. But the rules of a walk 
with God are given us in Scripture with no ob- 
scurity. The particular character of Enoch's 
conduct, religiously and morally considered, is 
therefore to be concluded from the fact, that he 
did walk with God. What we have to do, then. 
Is thus to enlarge the statement of the inspired 
historian, according to the established analogy of 
faith ; adding to the enlargement, as we proceed, 
the facts with which we are furnished, likewise by 
inspiration, from the pens of St. Paul and St. 
Jude. By so doing, we shall find in the history 
of Enoch, an exemplification of the nature and 
of the blessedness of personal piety. 

But let us prepare the way by adverting to one 
or two important facts. Enoch lived long before 
the coming of Christ in the flesh. True. But 
the dispensation of redeeming mercy did not 
begin with the coming of Christ. In one place in 
the New Testament, (1 Peter i. 20,) we read of 
the sacrificial ** Lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot," ** who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world," though in the " last 
times" he was manifested to men. And in 
another, (Rev. xiii. 8,) we read of " the book of 
life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
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world." By God's mercy, the dispensation of 
grace began as soon as man needed it. Into the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, it heconnea 
us not even to seek to enter; but the &et is 
plainly revealed, that as from the beginning there 
has been a redeeming administration, so the great 
principles of that administration have been those 
of atonement and mediation, as made and exer- 
cised by the Son of God, who was, in the fulness 
of time, to be sent forth, made of a woman, made 
under the law, that having assumed our nature, 
he might taste death for every man. And from 
the remarkable and clearly-stated fact, that 
Abraham desired to see the day of Christ, that 
he saw it, and was glad, it is plain that the holy 
men of old were by no means without information 
on this grand subject of mediatorial religion. Abel 
sacrificed in faith ; and Enoch in faith prophe- 
sied, not only of judgment, but of a judgment 
connected with the coming of the Lord, accom- 
panied by ten thousand of his saints. St. Peter 
tells us plainly that these holy Prophets, who 
prophesied of Christ, inquired concerning the 
more particular characters of the subjects of their 
respective prophecies ; and that it was revealed to 
them that what they said, referred to a distant 
period in the history of the divine administration, 
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OR, PERSONAL PIETY. 23 

but still, that in this world their prophecies were 
to be fulfilled. 

And as the essential principles of the adminis- 
tration of God's moral government have been the 
same in all ages, so have been the grand princi- 
ples of personal religion. The book of Psalms is 
especially devoted to the expression of religious 
feeling ; and we cannot read it, nor, indeed, any 
book of the Old Testament, without perceiving 
that the essential elements of the religious cha- 
racter, and their necessary developments, as found 
in those who were then the people of God, are 
precisely the same as are presented by the Apos- 
tles of our Lord. The clear manifestation of the 
wonderful plan of redemption by our Lord Jesus, 
and the establishment of a church which opened 
its gates for believers of all nations, have given a 
particular character to some duties which before 
were only general ; but their essential nature is 
unchanged. St. Paul illustrates the doctrine of a 
free justification by the grace of God, by referring 
to the recorded examples of Abraham and David. 
Christ, it is true, was not yet come ; and the 
Holy Spirit was not yet given in the same man- 
ner as he was alOter Christ was glorified : the trust 
of the penitent, therefore, was then in the mercy 
of God ; whereas, it is now in the mercy of God 
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in Christ Jesus, Spiritual influences could not 
be so clearly referred to their source ; but even 
then, men prayed, — " Uphold me with thy free 
Spirit," — and, ** Take not thine Holy Spirit 
from me." What was essentially religion under 
the Old Testament, consisted in a penitential 
turning from sin ; in seeking, accepting, and 
receiving the mercy of God in the pardon of sin ; 
in its subjugation, and in communicating the joy 
of salvation, the light of the countenance of a 
reconciled God ; in loving and praising a prayer- 
hearing God; and in practical and affectionate 
obedience. " Thou hast delivered my soul from 
death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from 
falling," said an Old Testament saint. — " I will 
walk before the Lord in the land of the living;" 
" We love him because he first loved us ;" is the 
language of the New Testament believers ; — 
" And this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments.'' And where is the difference as 
to what is 'primary and essential? And \}^e formal 
difference is perhaps brought as clearly before us 
by one reference, found in both the Old and New 
Testament, to a most important feature in religious 
character, — love to divine truth. " Thy word," 
says the Psalmist, — thus speaking generally, — 
•* thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might 
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not sin against thee." " Let the word of Christ^** 
says the Apostle, speaking more particularly y in 
consequence of the manifestation of the Son of 
God in the flesh, — " let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom.'* And even in the 
expression of the " good hope through grace," the 
difference will be found, not in anything that is 
essential, but in the absence or presence of that 
particularity of expression, which would depend 
on the period when the individual lived. ** In 
thy presence" said David, " is fulness of joy ; and 
at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore." — 
" Having a desire to depart, and be with Christy 
which is far better," said St. Paul ; " Absent 
from the body, present with the Lord,'* The 
Gospel brings clearer light, and requires the forms 
and expressions of devotional feeling and princi* 
pie to be more definite ; but it introduces nothing 
absolutely new. Even as to the doctrine of spi- 
ritual regeneration, preached by our Lord to 
Nicodemus, when the Pharisee somewhat con- 
temptuously expressed his ignorance on the 
subject, our Lord mildly, but very pointedly 
rebuked him : " Art thou a master in Israel, and 
knowest not these things ?" On the subject of 
what is properly religion, therefore, when con- 
sidering it in reference to our own instruction, we 
c 
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are not only justified in ei^plaining the short 
notices of the Old Testament, by the larger state- 
ments of the New, but are even required to do so. 
I. I said that in Enoch we had an exemplifi- 
cation of the Nature of Personal Piety : " And 
Enoch walked with God.*' — He walked with 
God. His religion was active and practical. 
With this, therefore, let us begin ; noticing the 
visible character of the truly good man ; observ- 
ing him as he will appear to others to be. We 
can then connect this with the frame of tnind of 
which it is the expression and evidence; and, 
finally, trace the whole up to what is properly the 
originating principle, 

1. We take the visible character of the man 
who walks with God : that which man either 
does see, or may see. — We are not to conceive of 
him as living in solitude^ but in society. Solitude 
he may not choose for himself; for be was made 
for society. At the beginning, God saw that it 
was not good for man to be alone, and therefore 
** made an help meet for him," thus himself 
constituting human society. And that which 
himself constituted, his laws recognise. We are 
not commanded merely to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart, but likewise, our neighbour at 
-^elf. And to these two commandments, all 
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the law and the Prophets refer. We may not, 
therefore, separate ourselves from our neighbour, 
any more than from our God. It is true, that 
now, inasmuch as man is sinful, he may do us 
harm ; but in this case, the fault is our own. 
Man cannot injure us morally, unless we allow 
him to do so. He cannot even injure us natu- 
rally, unless God permits him. The power of 
man is always limited by the power of God. And 
when he is permitted to injure us, the injury 
is limited to the body, and to time. He may 
destroy the body, but he cannot destroy the soul. 
He may follow us through life, but he cannot 
follow us into eternity. He may drive us into 
the house appointed for all living, but he cannot 
prevent death from being the gate of life to our 
immortal soul. He may cast a deep shadow over 
our present state of being, but he can neither 
prevent the light arising to us in the darknessi 
nor throw the slightest obscurity on the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light. And then, in the 
provisions of redemption, it is ordained, that if 
man may injure man in the body, so man may 
benefit man in the soul. If man is permitted to 
curse, man is commanded, and graciously em- 
powered, to bless. He may not leave the world, 
if he be a believer in Christ ; for he is " the light 
c 2 
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of the world," and " the salt of the earth." He 
may not choose solitude for himself, though God 
may choose it for him. But when this is done, 
it is the exception, not the rule : and the walk 
with God is to be regarded according to the rule, 
not according to the exception. Never did the 
Fathers show themselves worse interpreters of 
Scripture, than when they called Christians to the 
desert. The world is to be left in affection, but 
we are not to go out of it. For the promotion of 
our own glory, we may do nothing before men 
that we may be seen of them ; but we must 
cause our light so to shine before men that they 
may see our good works, and glorify our Hea- 
venly Father. 

(1.) A walk with God will be devotional and 
religious, — There will be a strict attention to all 
that is comprised in divine worship. In con- 
nexion with the various movements of Abraham, 
who, in the Land of Promise, dwelt in tents, and 
removed from place to place as the convenience 
of his flocks and herds required, it is very signi- 
ficantly said, — And he " there builded an altar 
unto the Lord, who appeared unto him ;" — or, 
** And there he builded an altar unto the Lord, 
and called upon the name of the Lord ;" — or, 
" jjp J dwelt in the plain of Mamre, and 
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built there an altar unto the Lord ;" — or, " He 
planted a grove in Beer-sheba, and called there 
on the name of the Lord, the everlasting Grod." 
It is not publicity which is forbidden by our 
Lord, but ostentation. We are only to seek the 
honour of God, and therefore ostentation is to be 
carefully avoided: but we are actually to seek 
the honour of God, and therefore the public duties 
of religion are to be carefully performed. In 
prayer, merely considered as prayer, we seek 
God's blessing on ourselves : prayer, therefore, 
must often be private, that we may commune 
with God without interruption, and without 
restraint pour out our heart before him. But 
even that privacy must in some sort be public ; 
and the closing of the door must tell the family 
that it is their duty, as well as ours, to withdraw 
from things visible and temporal, and hold fellow- 
ship with those that are unseen and eternal. 
There is, by God's appointment, a twofold aspect 
under which prayer is to be considered. It is 
man's primary duty to commune with God ; and 
in prison, in the remotest desert, that duty must 
be performed. But he who knows that this is his 
duty, must bear, by his example, a faithful testi- 
mony to others ; and teach the way to the throne 
of grace, that they, too, may know the path. 
c 3 
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Even private prayer is not to be so private a^ 
that we shall give reason, to those who are about 
us, to suppose that we live in the neglect of it. 
In fact, on either hand there is evil to be avoided. 
We are not to seek human applause. We are 
not to appear regardless of divine things. We 
must have the armour of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left. If ever such absolute 
privacy as implies studied concealment would have 
been proper, it was in the case of Daniel, when 
the fearful penalty of death by the lions was 
attached to the act of addressing any petition to 
other being than the Persian Monarch. He 
might have offered the prayer of the heart to the 
Great Searcher of the heart. But he knew that 
he was watched ; and that if he so walked with 
God as to conceal the practical evidence of it, the 
impression on the minds of his heathen enemies, 
would be the same as if they had discovered that 
he walked with God no longer. There would be 
the appearance of evil, as though the religious 
principle were inadequate to the occasion, and the 
fear of God had yielded to the fear of death. 
There may be cases in which the principal danger 
lies on the side of ostentation ; and in these cases, 
the danger must be met by a careful, a studied 
privacv. Let the eye be but single, and the 
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body shall be full of light, so that we need not 
stumble on this particular occasion. In the case 
of Daniel, the danger was that the enemies of 
truth should triumph, not over the absolutely 
.neglected duty, but over the withdrawment of 
the testimony to its obligation : not that Daniel 
should pray in order that he might be seen of 
men ; but that he should so pray as not to be 
seen of them, and thus, to leave it at least doubt- 
ful whether he prayed or not, — doubtful, whether 
he had not fallen into " the fear of man which 
bringeth a snare." And therefore, " when Daniel 
knew that the writing was signed, he went into 
his house ; and his windows being opened in his 
chamber towards Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime." 

And thus will it be with all who walk with God. 
They will diligently attend all the public means 
of grace, and their example will declare that the 
more private ones are not neglected. The busi- 
ness of life will be so arranged as to afford leisure 
for this. They will not be ** slothful in business ;" 
but business will not be pleaded in excuse for the 
omission of the duties in which they are more 
immediately ** serving the Lord." 

And therefore, the Sabbath, that institution of 
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God himself and sacred fix)m the banning, will 
be deYoudy kept. It will be felt that as all their 
time is God's, so he has required that this par- 
ticular portion be especially reserved for his 
direct worship and service. They will remember 
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Six days they 
will labour, and do all they have to do ; but as 
the seventh is the Sabbath of the Lord their God, 
in it neither themselves nor their household will 
do any manner of work. It will be a day of holy 
rest and blessing to them. 

Nor will they forget that He with whom they 
walk, has a " caiue " in the earth ; and that 
while he himself watches over its interests, and so 
administers his providential government as to pro- 
mote them, he has likewise committed them to his 
people, whom he requires to be jealous of his 
honour, and zealous for the advancement of his 
truth. As they may have opportunity and 
ability, they will seek to bring the very ends of 
the earth to cast their idols to the moles and to 
the bats, and to " look" unto " the just God and 
a Saviour " that they may *' be saved." To use 
the language of our own times, they will practi- 
cally take a deep interest in Missionary operations, 
and labour to hasten the period when " the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord." 
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And there is the Church of God, He who 
walks with God is haptized by the Spirit into the 
body of Christ. He is a living, fruit-bearing 
branch in the true Vine. Butf as he is to live 
by faith, so is he to maintain, openly and con- 
sistently, his Christian profession ; and this can- 
not be done, (except in extremely peculiar 
circumstances, seldom occurring, and bearing on 
them the evidence of their directly providential 
character,) otherwise than in. communion with 
some particular congregation of faithful men, in 
which he believes that the pure word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments are duly adminis- 
tered. He who walks with God feels his need of 
all the ordinances of the Christian church ; and 
with love to his Saviour there must be love to 
the brotherhood. And where there is this sense 
of need, and this Christian love of the brethren, 
combined with a proper conviction of the duty of 
honouring Christ before men, as by a general 
profession, so also by obedience to Christ's own 
institutions, church fellowship is unavoidable. 
Its absence cannot be otherwise than highly 
suspicious. So naturally does it result from 
religious principles, that any description of 
Christian character from which it was omitted, 
would be materially defective. He who walks 
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with God is a companion of them that fear God, 
and helieve in his Son. 

In short, their very virtue and morality will he 
religious. They will do right hecause it is the 
will of God. They will not do wrong hecause 
God has forbidden it. They will not merely 
avoid immorality and crime ; they will flee from 
sin. And their rule will be, not the mere cus- 
toms and laws of man, but the revelation of God*8 
own will. What human custom sanctions, and 
even requires, they will not do, if it be prohibited 
by God. As, for example, in the case of duel- 
ling, — society may call them to guard what it 
calls their honour, even at the risk of their own 
life, or that of their fellow-creature. But God 
hath said, " Thou shalt do no murder ;" and 
however they may be solicited to violate this, or 
any other commandment, even though assured that 
thus they shall break no established rule of society, 
their answer is,—" How shall T do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God ?" They " set the 
Lord alway before " them ; and the path in which 
they walk, is the one which God has prescribed. 

(2.) A walk with God will be rnoral and upright, 
— The servants of God understand the origin of 
society. They see in it a divine institution. 
The duties which man owes to roan, he owes him 
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for the Lord's sake ; and in discharging them, he 
who walks with God, remembers that he has '* a 
Master in heaven," and that he ** serves the Lord 
Christ." Even were these duties enjoined by no 
human law to which he is subject, and their per- 
formance exacted by no power by which he might 
be controlled, their character and obligation re- 
main unchanged, and his conscience is concerned 
in their careful observance. Relative duties, as 
they are termed, are a part of his religion. He 
cannot read the word of God without perceiving 
that the various relations of human society, as 
they originally proceeded from the divine will, are 
taken by the Universal Sovereign under his es- 
pecial guardianship, and cannot be neglected 
without sin. No matter what his own particular 
station may be. The relationships which it 
involves are divinely appointed ; and as he him- 
self is providentially placed in it, that particular 
line of conduct which the general relation involves, 
he feels to be his duty just the same as if a voice 
from heaven had declared it to be so. 

This is, indeed, a most important branch of 
religious thoughtfulness. The Scriptures, as in- 
tended for men universally, can only lay down 
general rules. That particular application to 
our individual circumstances, by which separate 
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actions are made conformable to them, must be 
our own work. And it is a work which they who 
walk with God, dare not allow then)selves to 
neglect. Religion is thoughtfulness. It first 
prompts the inquiry, — ^What is my natural posi- 
tion in society ? In what relaticms do I stand in 
reference to others ? And then comes the other 
inquiry, frequently repeated, — What are the par- 
ticular duties which that position involves ? I am 
a master^ or a servant : a parent^ or a child* I 
am richi — I am poor. How am I to act, that I 
may have a conscience void of offence towards 
God and towards man ? Never should it be for- 
gotten, that he who neglects the duties of his own 
particular station, by so doing, sins against God. 
There is a particular term by which these duties 
have come to be described. It is — Morality. 
And as it is possible that they may be discharged 
from motives which have not even the slightest 
reference to the will of God, the observation has 
often been made, that Morality is not Religion, 
Only let the observation be taken in its proper 
sense, and it is undoubtedly true. But it is 
necessary to guard against its misapplication. 
And especially, as cases have occurred in which 
morality has been so separated from religion as to 
be neglected. But so it is. Man is prone to 
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extremes. Here is one who thinks it sufficient 
if he walks honestly among his fellows, while 
God is not in all his thoughts. Here is another 
who limits his views of religion to particular 
acts of worship, connected, it may he, with some 
warmth of feeling in the performance of them, 
while the duties of his station in life are over- 
looked. Both are wrong. And opposite as may 
be their visible characters, both are wrong for the 
same reason. In neither case is there the required 
reference to the will of God. If this were remem- 
bered by the first, religious services would be 
added to his moral duties ; if by the second, 
moral duties would be added to his religious 
services. 

Never let it be forgotten, therefore, that a true 
walk with God, always implies moral uprightness. 
In the character of Daniel this was triumphantly 
evident. In him there was not only general 
integrity of purpose^ but particular carefulness to 
guard even against unintentional failure. It was 
not enough for him to mean well: he was resolved, 
in the fear of God, to do well. Many who would 
not do wrong from principle, nevertheless do 
wrong from mistake ; and this is for want of the 
thoughtfulness which seeks to ascertain both what 
is to be done, and how it should be done to be 
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done effectually. Had Daniel acted thus, his 
character would not have commanded the respect, 
which even his bitter enemies were compelled 
to yield to him, even while seeking his destruc- 
tion. '* The presidents and princes sought to find 
occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom ; 
but they could find none occasion nor fault, foras- 
much as he was faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him,** 

Let the religious professor take this standard of 
fidelity. Let him seek to avoid, as far as possible, 
errors as well as faults. Let him look at his 
station, not merely in its human references, but 
in its providential character. No matter what it 
is, — whether elevated or low, God has placed him 
there. He who walks with God, sees God in all 
these appointments, and discharges the duties 
they require for the same reason that he prays. 
It is thus that the Apostle enforced upon servants 
the necessity of practical diligence, — and the 
principle is one of universal application, ** As the 
servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart." 

(3,) A walk with God will be one of kindness 
and benevolence to man, — In nothing is the New 
Testament more explicit than when this is the 
subject of reference. Here it is that we are called 
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to take God himself as our great example. " Be 
ye therefore followers of God as dear children ; 
and WALK IN LOVE." Him we are to love as the 
satisfying portion of our souls, gratefully acknow- 
ledging that all our good comes from him : hut as 
we desire, and seek to promote our own well- 
being, and thus, by the essential movements of 
our nature, love ourselves, so are we to desire, 
and seek to promote the well-being of our neigh- 
bour; for this is the commandment, " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." 

This important branch of practical godliness 
may be illustrated, by considering it under four 
several aspects, each being no more than a real 
development of the principle itself. 

(i.) There is active benevolence, — In some 
way or other we shall seek to do our neighbour 
good, — to relieve his distresses, supply his wants, 
advance his happiness. Loving him, we shall 
seek to do him good, both in body and soul. 

(ii.) There is genuine harmlessness, — Neither 
in person, nor in property, nor in character, shall 
we intentionally injure him. St. Paul opens out 
the whole philosophy of the subject, in the text 
which, while it has the simplicity and plainness of 
a mere truism, involves, as a fundamental axiom, 
the most important consequences, — " Love work- 
D 2 
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eih no ill to his neighbour" And he who walks 
with God, walks in love. 

(iii.) There is forbearance and forgiveness. — 
There is no readiness to take offence, no evil- 
surmising, no quickness of resentment. And 
where offence has undeniably been committed, 
there is no thirst for vengeance ; contrariwise, 
there is a readiness, and more than a readiness, 
even an anxiety, to forgive. O what a pattern 
of long'suffering and mercy has he who walks 
with God continually before him ! Never can he 
forget that he walks with God as reconciled to 
him, pardoning him, not entering into judgment 
with him. And beholding this glory of the Lord, 
he is changed into the same image. 

(iv.) And there is kindness and courtesy. — For 
where the heart is ruled by love, it will be seen 
in the countenance, heard in the voice. And this 
is in every man's power. The ability to supply 
our neighbour's wants may be limited indeed. 
And even were it not, actual supply might be 
prompted by ostentation, and a self-complacent 
pride in what might be regarded as a more ele- 
vated condition. Here is the grand proof of the 
genuineness of love, even in that true sympathy 
which fulfils the high commandment of inspira- 
tion, — " Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
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weep with them that weep." And as this is in 
the power of every one, so in them that walk with 
God, it will always be found. The heart is so 
softened to a true compassion, that however 
limited may be the means of supply, the beha- 
viour will show the pleasure that is taken in the 
happiness of others. Human politeness is but a 
faint picture, a most inadequate representation, of 
the condescension and courtesy of those who have 
•* love without dissimulation." If they can mi- 
nister to the necessities of their neighbours, they 
will do it with gladness ; but if they cannot, still 
will their visits always be welcome, for the very 
tones of their voice will be the melody of affection, . 
and their countenance will beam with all the sun- 
shine of a benevolent heart. 

(4.) And lastly, a walk ^ith God will be a walk 
of purity and temperance. — We speak of the 
times of the Gospel now ; we speak, therefore, of 
the disciples of Christ. And no one is a follower 
of the crucified Saviour who is not himself ** cru- 
cified with Christ." He that comes after Christ, 
denies himself, and takes up his cross. He mor- 
tifies his members which are on the earth. He 
lives, indeed, in human society : how else should 
he be one of those who are the lights of the 
world, the salt of the earth ? But he is not of the 
D 3 
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world, even as his Lord and Saviour is not of the 
world. In voluntary austerities he does not 
engage;* for he knows that while his hody may be 
in the desert, his imagination may waiider among 
the luxuries of the city. But his affections are 
set on things which are ahove ; and he seeks the 
things which are at the right hand of God, where 
Christ also sitteth. He not only ahstains from 
the grosser indulgences of appetite and passion, 
keeping under his body, and bringing it into sub- 
jection ; but not less does he trample underfoot 
the more elegant and refined — and for that 
reason, the more dangerous — seductions, whereby 
the tempter would mollify his spirit, and reduce 
him to earthliness, and forgetfulness of God. His 
rule is, habitual self-control; that so he may keep 
himself in temperance, soberness, and chastity, 
presenting his body unto God as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable. It is the soul which is 
himself, and the body is committed to his charge 
as the instrument and medium of visible action. 
He yields himself, therefore, unto God, as alive 
from the dead, and his members as instruments 
of righteousness. 

2. But the frame of mind is to be noticed. — A 
walk with God is essentially spiritual, for God is 
a Spirit : and our Saviour's rule respecting 
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worship, equally applies to every branch of obe- 
dience. ** They that worship hinn, must worship 
him in spirit and in truth ;" and for the same 
reason, all external obedience must be spiritual in 
its origin and source. It is emphatically, while in 
expression and in form it is visible to man, the 
communion of the heart and soul with God, ** And 
Enoch walked with God." 

Nor are we putting any fanciful construction 
upon the words, in saying this. Who that 
reads his Bible does not know that the first 
of all the commandments of God refers to the 
mental state ? This is the first and great com- 
mandment to which all the others refer, and from 
which all obedience flows : " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength." Where God is not loved, other obedi- 
ence neither is, nor can be, rendered : where he is 
loved, it cannot be withheld. To walk with God 
is to walk in love. 

Were we now only concerned to give a general 
description of the frame of mind from which 
actual and visible obedience proceeds, it might be 
thought sufficient to say, that it is that in which 
there is a proper conception of God, so far as the 
human faculties are capable of forming it, and in 
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which that conception has produced the corre- 
sponding feelings, emotions, and affections; — the 
state of mind in which God is known, loved, and 
feared ; and so known, loved, and feared, as to be 
obeyed. 

But the Scriptures rest not in mere general 
description. That which they afford is particular 
and circumstantial : and it is so, not for the 
gratification of an idle, speculative curiosity ; but 
that on so momentous a subject all just possibility 
of mistake may be prevented. 

And on equally practical considerations is the 
sinfulness of our natural condition so clearly un- 
folded. We are commanded to love God ; and to 
love God includes this, that we choose him as our 
portion, and delight in him as our proper and 
satisfying good. But we cannot do this so long 
as we feel that we are condemned by him ; justly 
condemned, indeed, — but still condemned : and it 
is totally against the very nature of the affection 
that it should be exercised on a Being from whose 
favour we are withdrawn, and by the perfections 
of whose character we are doomed to awful and 
unchanging punishment. That we may love God, 
we must be reconciled to him ; and our wandering, 
and therefore sinful, affections withdrawn from the 
creature, and devoted to himself. Viewing man 
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only as a creature, he must love God, that he may 
walk with him. But he must be viewed as a 
sinful creature, whom God has nevertheless pitied 
and redeemed : that he may love God, he must 
be reconciled to God ; and he can only be recon- 
ciled to God according to that wonderful method 
of redemption which God himself has devised, 
and in which chiefly we learn the glorious truth 
in which all religion has its foundation, that God 
is love. 

The Scriptures, in describing man's actual 
walk with God, suppose him to be no longer 
alienated and condemned, but reconciled, and 
returned to God, and adopted into his family. 
He who walks with God is pardoned, justified, 
and adopted. The guilt of past sin is remitted ; 
for there is no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus. They are accepted as righteous 
before God ; for they are justified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. And they are the adopted children of 
God ; for this is the glorious privilege to which 
the Gospel of reconciliation calls us. ** To as 
many as received him, to them he gave power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve in his name.'* 

But this is not all. Because they are sons, 
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God has sent forth into their heart the Spirit of 
his Son. They have received the Spirit of adox>- 
tion, whereby they cry, Abba, Father. Not only 
does God love them, pardoning their sins, and 
justifying them freely by his grace, but the love 
of God is shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghost, which is given to them. They thus 
know the reconciling and adopting love of God. 
The Spirit itself beareth witness with their spirits 
that they are the children of God. And therefore 
they love God because he hath first loved them. 
And thus not only, generally, has a change taken 
place in them, but they have received a new 
nature. They were born with an earthly nature. 
The Spirit of adoption, shedding the love of God 
abroad in their heart, lifting up on them the light 
of the divine countenance, gives them a new, that 
is, a spiritual nature. They are regenerated, as 
well as adopted ; and of their new nature, thus 
received from the Spirit of God, the primary 
affection, the unfailing characteristic, is love to 
God. 

It is at first, the love of adoring thankfulness. 
It is love to a pardoning God, occasioned by the 
experience of transgression forgiven, of sin covered, 
of iniquity not imputed. But, although the 
individual himself may not nicely analyse his own 
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feelings, he will be found to love God as his 
Supreme Good, and to admire the glory which 
with unveiled face he beholds, as containing all 
excellency and perfection. And in this state of 
mind, every separate attribute of the divine cha- 
racter produces its own proper effect, awakening 
the corresponding and intended affection. The 
knowledge of God in such persons is not a barren, 
unproductive knowledge. It is the light of life. 
It is the living principle of a living holiness. The 
soul is satisfied with the goodness of the Lord, 
admires his wisdom, reposes in his faithfulness, 
shelters under his omnipotence, reverences his 
greatness and majesty, delights in his mercy, 
consents to his righteous and holy will, with the 
whole heart submits to his authority, and, in 
reference to his providential dominion, says, " It 
is the Lord ; let him do what seemeth him good." 
** Can two walk together except they be agreed V* 
He, therefore, who walks with God, is brought, 
by that " washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost," which has been " shed on 
him abundantly," to a state of agreement with 
God. He has ** made a covenant before the Lord, 
to walk after the Lord, and to keep his command- 
ments and his testimonies and his statutes with 
all his heart, and all his soul." It is not the 
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compelled service of the slave, but the willing 
obedience of the child. He loves the law of the 
Lord ; and that at which he sincerely aims, is to 
walk before him with a perfect heart. 

3. This walk with God, proceeding from such 
a frame of mind, is to be traced up to its origin- 
ating principle, — ^What produces this state of mind ? 
What moves the man thus to walk ? The answer 
is given us by St. Paul, who places Enoch among 
the examples which he adduces of the influence 
aud power of faith. " By faith Enoch was trans- 
lated that he should not see death ; and was not 
found, because God had translated him : for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God." (Heb. xi. 5.) And what is in 
this chapter said of the worthies of the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, is said, generally, of the people 
of God under the New. ** For we walk by faith." 
(2 Cor. V. 7.) In fact, the language of the 
Prophet, " The just shall live by his faith," 
(Hab. ii. 4,) is so quoted in the New Testament 
scriptures, as plainly to appear to be a truth uni- 
versally applicable to all who are " righteous 
before God." 

St. Paul, in saying, " For we walk by faith, 
not by sight," not only asserts an important fact, 
T—4. u^ ♦T^g f^^^ of the assertion, explains it also. 
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To walk by sight, is to live under the influence of 
the things which we see : to walk by faith, there- 
fore, is to live under the influence of the things 
which we do not see. So is man constituted, 
that though, in one sense, the motive to action 
must be internal, as it is a motive^ yet, in another, 
it is fetched from without. He is not self- 
sufficient. The things that he wants, or supposes 
that he wants, are not included in his own being. 
They are without. He perceives them. He de- 
sires them. He seeks for them. They thus 
become his motives. They move him. They 
incite him to act. And when it is said that he 
walks by sight, it is meant that things visible and 
sensible, the things of this present material world, 
are the objects of his inward affections. They 
move the affections, and these continuing to be 
exercised, develope themselves in external actions. 
What the man does, he is induced to do by the 
things which he sees. 

But God has given to man a divine revelation ; 
and by this, what may be termed another world, 
is opened to his mental vision, — a system of 
spiritual realities, invisible, but actually existing. 
And these are shown to be not subjects of mere 
contemplation, but as truly related to us as the 
things which are visible. They contain objects '^^ 

E 
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desire, objects of apprehension and terror. Nay, 
they are infinitely more important. Earthly good 
is so only comparatively, and for a very limited 
period. Invisible realities include that which is 
our true and supreme good, and that is so eter- 
nally. The evils which they threaten are not short- 
lived. They are at once beyond conception greater 
than any which we can fear among the things which 
are visible, and in their duration are everlasting. 

This, then, is man's actual condition. Two 
systems are before him : one, visible and sensible; 
the other, invisible and spiritual. There is this 
world, and all that it contains ; and there is the world 
to come, and all that it contains. And between the 
two he is called to choose. And he is placed in such 
circumstances that choose he musty and choose he 
does. If he does not resolve to seek and endeavour 
with all his heart to walk by faith, he then walks 
by sight. In a word, — his conduct is influenced, 
and his character formed, either by things seen 
and temporal, or by things unseen and eternal. 

Such is the actual condition of man, that when 
he begins to walk by faith, the present and im- 
mediate effect will be exceedingly painful. Sup- 
pose the case of one who has hitherto, practically, 
been influenced only by the things which are 
seen. But he is brought to a better mind. He 
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takes up the word of God. He considers its 
revelations. He heartily believes them. Well, 
then, what follows ? What objects are now taken 
in by his mind, thus exercising belief in the reve- 
lations of Scripture, and looking, not so much at 
the act of revelation as at its objects ? He beholds 
a righteous Lawgiver and Sovereign, with his 
holy law ; and that law he has broken ; his very 
nature is opposed to it. He becomes consciously 
guilty before God. And, beholding the " wrath 
to come," restrained, but threatened, really exist- 
ing, certainly approaching ; his very soul trembles 
within him, and he cries, ** God be merciful to me a 
sinner." Earnestly does he seek pardon for past 
sin, and that spiritual life and power, by which he 
shall henceforth be enabled to live for eternity, 
and to glorify God in his body and spirit, which 
are God's. 

And here we are led to another view of faith as 
the principle of Christian conduct. It is so even in 
the general sense in which it has now been con- 
sidered. Till we so believe in spiritual realities 
as that they become realities to us^ we shall do 
nothing in reference to them. ** He that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he is the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him." No 
one not thus believing, would ever come to God. 
£ 2 
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This conviction of the truth and reality of those 
things of which God has told us in the fiible, 
must always, from first to last, be the foundation 
supporting the whole structure. But there is a 
particular reference of it to which the New Testa- 
ment directs our attention. We are called to 
exercise faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, Believ- 
ing in him, in the characters and offices which he 
is represented as sustaining, we are to come to 
him that he may actually save us. We are to 
trust in him, to receive him, that our sins may be 
forgiven, and that we may receive all the spiritual 
blessings so mercifully offered to us. This has 
God appointed, that personal salvation should be 
received in a way which declares it to be God's 
gift, most freely bestowed on us, through the 
infinite worthiness of Christ our Lord. By faith 
we rest on him, and are united to him ; and he is 
made of God unto us, wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption. 

It is this faith by which we are delivered from 
condemnation and bondage, and obtain that most 
precious gift, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. It 
is through faith that we come to the knowledge of 
God's love to us, and therefore that we love him 
in return. Most intimate is the connexion between 
faith in Christ, and love,— love, first, to God, 
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but, as flowing from it, to our neighbour for the 
Lord's sake. 

And by this faith must we ever walk, that we 
may retain the blessings which God so freely 
bestows, and which always retain their character 
of gifts of grace through our Lord Jesus, If by 
the hand of faith we received the forgiveness of 
sin, by the same hand we must retain what is still 
God's gift. And so of all other spiritual blessings : 
grace gives them all ; and what is given by grace, 
must be received by faith, that the grace may be 
acknowledged, and glory continually given to God. 

A walk with God, now, under the Christian 
dispensation, implies that we live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved us, and who gave 
himself for us. 

But while this is implied, it is not the whole. 
The Christian believer has before him — and seeks 
to have before him constantly and vividly — the 
unseen realities of the eternal world, whether 
actually existing, or divinely appointed, and which 
shall take place at the appointed time. The great 
truths of religion are with him not mere philo- 
sophical abstractions, certain conclusions of logic 
respecting existence and its cause, — or the world, 
and its author. They are solemn facts, made 
known by God, and received as such by the 
£ 3 
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believer. So that to him there is an actually 
existing world, as real as the one with which he 
is connected by his bodily senses, and which, 
though he cannot see it, most powerfully in- 
fluences him by means of his faith. He be- 
holds the throne of God in heaven, and on that 
throne, the Sovereign Mediator, Christ, as Lord 
of all. He beholds an actually existing world 
of spirits, in which all who are delivered from 
the burden of the flesh, dying in the Lord, 
are in joy and felicity. And looking forward, 
his faith beholds the end of the world, the end of 
time, and eternity commencing by that solemn 
act which closes time ; the day of the final judg- 
ment ; when the wicked shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life 
eternal. 

Maintaining his faith, in the full view of these 
glorious, yet awful realities, he who walks with 
God endeavours constantly to live. And it is by 
the view of these objects, severally, or in union, 
that the various feelings which constitute the 
religious frame of mind are called into existence 
and supported. Moses feared not the wrath of 
the King of Egypt; for he had a greater King 
before him, whose wrath is worse than death, 
^'hose favour is better than life. He endured as 
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seeing him that is invisible. The pleasures, 
honours, wealth of Egypt had no charms for him ; 
for he had respect unto the recompence of the 
reward, and thus had greater glories in view than 
the whole world could present. And thus it is 
with the Christian. ** This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith." While 
he maintains and exercises — yes, maintains and 
exercises — ^faith, objects are before him which 
occupy his feelings, engage his affections, govern 
his conduct. He who walks with God, walks 
by faith. It is, from first to last, a life of faith. 

There are one or two particular circumstances 
connected with this part of the subject, suggested 
by the history of Enoch, which must be considered 
before we proceed to notice the next. 

1. The particulars of Enoch's history are not 
given us : under what circumstances, therefore, 
he set himself to walk with God, cannot possibly 
be stated. But the New Testament brings before 
us the ** strait gate" as well as the ** narrow way;" 
and that we may walk in the one, we must enter 
in by the other. The change from the life of 
nature, in which we walk by sight, — to the life 
of grace^ in which we walk by faith, — is clearly 
stated by the Apostle, in Rom. vi. 22 : " But 
now, being made free from sin, and become ser- 
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vants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, 
and the end, everlasting life." A life of true 
holiness commences in reconciliation to God, 
through penitent faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the consequent reception of ** the Holy Ghost 
the Comforter," who ** creates in us a clean 
heart, and renews a right spirit within us." 

2. It is plain from the history that Enoch 
dwelt with his family in the midst of social life. 
M^e read of his ** sons and daughters." And his 
walk with God is distinctly mentioned in con- 
nexion with his family circumstances. He was 
not a solitary recluse, who fancied that domestic 
life was inconsistent with communion with God ; 
nor were the cares and concerns of a family per- 
mitted to occasion the practical neglect of religion. 

In the earlier ages of Christianity, the former 
error prevailed to a considerable extent. Seasons 
of persecution sometimes rendered desirable a 
state of freedom from domestic charges. He who 
was threatened with the loss of liberty or life on 
account of religion, had thus only himself to con- 
sider. St. Paul, therefore, describes such a state 
of freedom most guardedly, as ** good for the 
present distress/* Taking absolutely and unwer* 
sally what the Holy Spirit caused the Apostle to 
state thus restrictedly, as well as being influenced 
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by a false philosophy, which produced the most 
erroneous notions respecting religion, many among 
the early Christians not only renounced social 
life, hut regarded it, and spoke of it, as heing, if 
not positively sinful, yet inconsistent with great 
spirituality. And eventually, these notions pro- 
duced many practical evils. It should he remem- 
bered that the word of God furnishes no teaching 
of this kind. Eminent holiness does not depend 
on a man's circumstances. He may have no 
real communion with God, even though he has 
separated himself from the company of his fellow- 
men. He may be unholy in the desert, or in the 
cell. And while connected with society by the 
strong ties of domestic life, he may solemnly 
realize the divine fellowship to which the Gospel 
calls him, and " walk humbly with God." Out- 
ward circumstances may apparently present a 
state of freedom from hinderances; hut the 
passions may he unsubdued, the imagination unre- 
strained, the whole soul unsanctified ; while the 
man dwelling in the midst of his family, sur- 
rounded by his sons and daughters, and attending 
to the social duties devolving in consequence upon 
him, may lead a life of genuine, elevated, and 
practical devotion. Say not, ** I have a large 
family ; I have much to think about ; —my family 
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seems to fill both my hands and my heart." 
£noch had his '* sons and his daughters ;" but 
" Enoch walked with God." 

And as a family is not necessarily a hiiiderance 
to piety, so neither may it be made an excuse for 
neglecting it. It deserves especial notice, that 
this remarkable case, almost the earliest recorded 
case of devotion, in the only approach to detail 
which its record contains, mentions the fact that 
Enoch had sons and daughters. A family may 
be a hinderance to devotion ; but if so, the fault 
is our own. We may plead the engagements 
which are connected with it as an excuse for our 
own disobedient neglect ; but the plea is a vain 
one, and will not be admitted at the Tribunal of 
Truth. Generally speaking, a family position 
is a providential position ; and that which is in 
the order of divine providence, may not be alleged 
as hindering us from submitting to the claims of 
divine authority, and yielding to the influences of 
divine grace. Here is one of the earliest exam- 
ples of piety furnished by the word of God. And 
what does it say? That Enoch dwelt alone? That 
he was unencumbered with the cares, and respon- 
sibilities, and concerns of domestic life? That 
thus he had leisure for a life of pious abstraction, 
and devout contemplation, and religious observ- 
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ances ? And that so he became an eminent servant 
of God ? and walked ^ith God ? Nothing of the 
kind. Enoch had a family. The responsibilities 
of a family rested on him. Family concerns would 
engage his attention, and occupy his time. And 
yet he ** walked with God :" walked with God, 
in all that was personal, though he had a family : 
walked with God in the performance of relative 
duties, because he had a family. His inward 
holiness was riot prevented by his family engage- 
ments. His practical holiness was even increased 
by them ; for he had a larger number of duties to 
perform than if he had stood alone. If, like him, 
we dwell in society with our family, and have our 
** sons and daughters," let us see to it that it be 
said of each of us when we are not, as it was said 
of him, that he " walked with God." 

3. And let us not forget that he lived in times 
which, so far as times may be so, were unfavour- 
able to piety. — They were times of prevailing 
impiety : times of frequent and melancholy defec- 
tion. He saw " a seed of evil doers, children 
that were corrupters ;'* and many among whom 
he lived, ** went away backward." He saw the 
ungodly, and " their ungodly deeds which they 
ungodly committed," and he heard the ** hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners spoke against" 
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their Sovereign and Judge. The current of cus- 
tom and example ran powerfully against the 
practice of piety. The moral atmosphere of 
society was charged with infection. But by the 
grace of God he was faithful. "And Enoch 
walked with God." 

Undoubtedly there are seasons which are more 
favourable to piety than others. When right- 
eousness abounds, example abounds, and prayer 
abounds, and the presence of God, multiplied, it 
may be said, among his multiplying people, 
diifuses on every hand a more powerful influence ; 
so that every thing contributes to strengthen the 
weak, to confirm the wavering, to restrain the 
yielding, to recall and restore the wandering. But 
there may be times when iniquity abounds, and 
when the love of many waxes cold ; when exam- 
ple is on the side of temptation, and to ordinary 
temptation is added the power of circumstances. 
But it is not for us to choose the position in which 
we are to fight the good fight of faith. The rea- 
sons for religion are always the same. It is not 
genuine piety which merely imitates a prevailing 
godliness. If it be right to serve God at all, it is 
so for reasons which make it right to serve him, 
though by all but by ourselves that service be 
neglected. Piety does not consist in walking 
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with the pious, — though they that fear God will 
speak often one to another, — but in walking with 
God. God's claims on us are unchangeable. 
Our relations to eternity are unchangeable. 
The narrow path does not less certainly lead to 
life for that " few there be that find it." The 
broad way leadeth not less certainly to destruc- 
tion because there be many who travel upon it. 
If we live in seasons of advancing religion, let us 
be thankful for the advantages which may be 
derived from them. But let us not, even then, 
be satisfied by floating with the current. And if 
our piety be genuine, we shall not. The world 
is full of changes : ** the fashion of this world 
passeth away." But changeable as are the things 
that are seen, those which are not seen are abid- 
ing and eternal. Faith always beholds the same 
objects, and sees them as always calculated to 
make the same impression. Do you see Him 
that is invisible ? He always appears in the same 
glory. He is the same in his holiness, the same in 
his wisdom, the same in his love : always the proper 
object of fear, of confidence, of submission, of 
love. Have you respect to the recompence of the 
reward ? It always presents tbe same unvarying 
aspect. Multiply the treasures of Egypt as you 
will ; let the reproach of Christ be multiplied in 
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proportion : in the calculations of faith that re- 
proach will always be " greater riches" than all 
those treasures. Though instead of going to the 
house of God with the multitude of friends, you 
have to stand alone, witnessing the deeds of the 
ungodly, and reproving them ; hearing their hard 
speeches, and testifying against them; yet are 
the obligations of religion the same, the advan- 
tages of religion are the same, the pleasures of 
religion are the same, the supports of religion are 
the same, the final rewards of religion are the same. 
It is our duty to walk with God, because he is 
God. Let our religion always rest on this, and 
it will be independent of mere circumstances. 
Or, if influenced by them at all, it will find in 
them reasons for increasing its stability and 
vigour, and heightening its elevation. If ungod- 
liness prevails, and external advantages are few, 
live all the nearer to God, If you have not the 
same opportunity of access to the means ofgrace^ 
maintain a closer communion with the Fountain 
of grace. If there be multiplied temptations, let 
there be unceasing watchfulness, and continually 
renewed strength. If ungodliness be triumphant, 
maintain the spirit of a calm, unostentatious, but 
unyielding, unconquerable decision. God has to 
lorified ; and the fewer there may be to fulfil 
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this highest duty of man, the more careful must 
they be that it be discharged consistently and 
unequivocally. Bear your testimony for God 
then most distinctly, when the ungodly most 
loudly utter their hard speeches against him. 
Who can tell what the effect will be ? Amidst 
the multitude, there may be some who halt 
betwixt two opinions. They go with the stream, 
but, as yet, not with the full consent of their own 
hearts. There is a lingering reluctance to aban- 
don themselves to impiety. Do you not see your 
calling ? Walk with God. Walk so as that it may 
be seen that you pity and mourn over the sinners, 
whose sins you hate, and that you solemnly 
rejoice in God. ** Be blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse nation." Is it a 
season of darkness ? Then, be it your care to 
ddne the more steadily and brightly. Though 
nothing else be effected, you have borne your 
own testimony, done your own work : and the 
Master will finally receive you with words that 
might recompense ages of service, — " Well done, 
good and faithful servant ! " But who can tell ? 
Christ is " full of grace and truth ; " and when 
truth is prophesied, grace is not far distant. 
Under God, your faithful testimony may have 
F 2 
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turned the scale when tbe beam was trembling ; 
and your continuing to walk with God induced 
others to strive to enter in at the strait gate. 

And think not that the example of others shall 
excuse you. *• Thou shalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil." «• Every man shall give account of 
himself to God." The arguments for the service 
of God are equally powerful as though all were 
influenced by them. They are true in themselves, 
or they are not true at all. Ask not, *.* Who 
serves God?" but, " Ought he to be served by 
me ? " And to this question, does conscience 
return no answer ? It does. It tells you that 
in this matter you have nothing to do with others. 
Your service is required as an individual. The 
reasons which require it are not reasons addressed 
as to the mass, you, as an individual, having to 
take your share, and contribute your share in 
return. They come with all their power to you, 
as though you stood alone. You, as an individual 
being, are to give up yourself to his service, and 
to commence and continue that sacred intercourse 
with him, the capacity for which constitutes not 
only the distinction between you and the inferior 
creatures, but the elevation above them. You, 
as an individual, though a creature, can know 
God, perceive and do his will, and in 
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fellowship with him find at once the happiness 
and the perpetual advancement of your nature. 
To others, unhappily for them, it may seem evil 
to serve God ; but let your resolution be, "As 
for me, I will serve the Lord." Serve him with 
a perfect heart and a willing mind. And if it be 
necessary to bear your testimony against sur- 
rounding iniquity, your acknowledged fidelity 
shall give it weight and power. You will have 
discharged your duty. The day is coming when 
the final distinction shall be made between the 
righteous and the wicked ; between them that 
serve God, and them that serve him not. While 
you are fulfilling, and when you have finished, 
your course, you will never repent of having 
engaged in the service of the Lord. 

IL Enoch is an example of the Blessedness 
of Personal Piety, as well as of its Nature. 

The Inspired Apostle tells us, — " By faith, 
£noch was translated that he should not see 
death ; and was not found, because God had 
translated him : for before his translation, he had 
this testimony, that he pleased God.** He thus 
places before us — The Blessedness of Enoch's 
condition, — "he pleased God;" his Happiness, — 
he " had the testimony that he pleased God ;" 
and his Final Recompence, — he " was translated 
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that he should not see death." And in these 
particulars the advantages of religion are shown, 
as its proper nature is exemplified in his conduct. 
1. The blessedness of his condition — He 
'* pleased God." We are never to lose sight of 
the divine character, as it is made known to us 
in holy Scripture. If we know God at all, we 
know him hy faith, and we know him hy faith 
only. We are not left to form our own con- 
ceptions of the divine character, hy reasoning 
upon the principles we may choose to lay down 
respecting what we may think ought, or ought 
not, to be included in the idea of the Great First 
Cause. This has sometimes been done, for " vain 
man would be wise ;" but the results have always 
shown his vanity and weakness. Amongst the 
ancients there were some who fancied, that as the 
divine nature must exist in a state of perfect 
blessedness, and as what they called repose was, 
in their view, necessary to perfect blessedness, so 
the divine nature existed in this state of repose, 
and it might almost be said, of somnolency. In 
the oriental philosophy this was carried so far that 
the Supreme Deity was considered rather as a 
nature, than as a bein^. The repose was so 
perfect as scarcely to allow of consciousness. A 
larsre sect among the Greeks, while they allowed 
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consciousness to Deity, yet connected it with an 
utter regard! essness of all external objects. How 
those external objects existed, they seldom con- 
cemed themselves to inquire ; or if they did, 
they argued for an origin of the universe which 
entirely separated it from divinity. These were 
the Epicureans. According to them, nature 
existed without God, and had nothing to do with 
God. God looked not upon it, required nothing 
from it, took no care of it. Lucretius, the philo- 
sophical poet, the chief author of the school, avows 
the design of his poem to be to free men from 
the fear of the gods; and he praises Epicurus, the 
founder of the sect, for bringing before men that 
true system of the universe which was to set them 
free from the tyranny and bondage of religion, — 
the dread of invisible and superior power. And 
even where revelation has afforded her heavenly 
light, a false philosophy has too frequently rea> 
soned in the same way. It is to be feared that 
the instigating motive has in both cases been the 
same. The objects, certainly, are identical. It 
is the removal of the idea of such a divine govern- 
ment as implies the direct inspection of individual 
conduct. But why reason upon what we think 
God must be? Rather, humbly inquire what 
Himself has declared that He is. When God 
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mercifully condescends to become oUr teacher, he 
alone is in the path of true wisdom who becomes 
the docile scholar. 

Divine Revelation teaches us, not only that 
God exists, and that he created, and still pre- 
serves all things, but that he is our Ruler and 
Governor. In this teaching, there may be mys- 
teries and diflSculties. And what wonder? Reve- 
lation speaks to a creature of limited faculties, 
concerning a Being of infinite perfection. God 
has made man for moral government, and under 
an actually exercised system of moral government 
man exists. God looks down from heaven upon 
man, observes his conduct, and is pleased or 
displeased with him, according as he does, or 
does not, submit himself to the divine will. Even 
admitting that there were much in this doctrine 
of government that we could not perfectly under- 
stand, still, if we take the Scriptures in their 
proper character, as a divine revelation, and duly 
submit to them as such, the fact, that they teach 
us this doctrine, is undeniable. We go further. 
It is plainly their great object to bring this doc- 
trine before us, and to make known to us the 
laws, and administration, and sanctions, of that 
divine dominion under which we continually live. 

To be religious, is to walk with God ; and 
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they who walk with God, please God. He 
knows that they walk with him, and regards them 
with approbation. He has received them into 
his favour. For his Son's sake he has forgiven 
their past sins, and has adopted them into his 
family, so that they are his children, and the 
objects of his distinguishing and paternal love. 

And now, let us look at this fact as it is most 
distinctly asserted in the Scriptures. They not 
only assure us that if we walk with God, we 
please God, but that— if so we may speak— his 
dealings with us are regulated by this circum- 
stance. It is not the doctrine of Scripture that 
God, in every sense, treats all men alike. It is 
true that there is an important sense in which k 
may be said that the Lord is good to all, and that 
his mercies are over all his works ; but this is 
perfectly consistent with the fact of his distin- 
guishing love for them that fear him, and walk 
before him. " We trust," says St. Paul, " in the 
living God, who is the Saviour of all men, 
especially of them that believe." And the Scrip- 
tures bring this before us under such various 
forms of expression, as well as so frequently, as 
to show the importance which is to be attached 
to the doctrine, and the comfort which they who 
are interested in it, may derive from it. 
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It will be suflScient to quote a few — a very few 
— texts, for the purpose of generally illustrating 
the doctrine of Scripture on the subject, without 
attempting to examine it in all its branches. Let 
such texts, then, as these, be seriously considered. 
•* But know that the Lord hath set apart him 
that is godly for himself; the Lord will hear when 
I call unto him." (Ps. iv. 3.) " Behold, the 
eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, upon 
them that hope in his mercy." (Ps. xxxiii. 18.) 
" The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their cry." (Ps. 
xxxir. 15.) " Whoso offereth praise glorifieth 
me, and to him that ordereth his conversation 
aright will I show the salvation of God." (Ps. 1. 
23.) " Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee; he shall never suffer the 
righteous to be moved." (Ps. Iv. 22.) " For 
the Lord God is a sun and shield : the Lord will 
give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly. O Lord 
of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee." 
(Ps. Ixxxiv. 11, 12.) " Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own un- 
derstanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths." (Prov. iii. 5, 6.) 
" The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 
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trouble ; and he knoweth them that trust in him." 
(Nahum i. 7.) "Then they thai; feared the 
Lord spake often one to another ; and the Lord 
hearkened and heard it, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his name." 
(Malachi iii. 16.) " Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness ; and all these 
things shall be added unto you." (Matt. vi. 33.) 
" Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, 
and not one of them is forgotten before God? 
But even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear not therefore ; ye are of more 
value than many sparrows." (Luke xii. 6, 7.) 
** He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?" (Rom. viii. 32.) 
** And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose." (Rom. viii. 28.) 
** Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and will 
be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." (2 Cor. 
vi. 17, 18.) 

And these are the words of God, plainly de- 
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daring that they who walk before him are the 
objects of his peculiar love and ever- watchful 
care. To them, in effect, he says, as he said to 
Abraham, '^ Fear not ; I am thy shield, and thine 
exceeding great reward." He observes their 
condition ; he knows their wants and dangers. 
His eye is upon them ; his ear is open to their 
cry. He guards them, he guides them. The 
particular dispensations of his providence may, in 
regard to them, be sometimes mysterious. He 
may chasten them. But even his chastenings are 
the discipline of fatherly kindness and wisdom. 
They are to cast all their care upon him, because 
he careth for them. And because he hears their 
cry, they are to make known to him all their 
requests by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving. 

Let the various declarations of Scripture on 
this subject be combined. Then, let those de- 
clarations be considered which make known to us 
who and what God is. Then, when this is done, 
let the mind endeavour to realize the wonderful 
conception, — He that walks with God may say, 
" This God is my God. Thus will he take care 
of me. Thus will he govern and direct all the 
events which relate to me, all the circumstances 
in which I am placed. He will guide me with 
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his counsel, he will direct my way, he will cause 
all things to work together for my good. Well 
may 1 he content with such things as I have ; for 
he hath said, ' I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.* So that I may holdly say. The Lord is 
my helper, and I will not fear what man can do 
unto me.*' " Happy," indeed, " is he that hath 
the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in 
the Lord his God : which made heaven, and 
earth, the sea, and all that therein is ; which 
keepeth truth for ever." Most cheering is it to 
know that, in this world of change and disap- 
pointment, and continual uncertainty, all our 
wants are known to God, and that he will always 
deal with us according to his own unerring wis- 
dom, his own unfailing love. Every thing is 
known to him, and all our circumstances are by 
him directed to our true, our final, our eternal 
blessedness. It is not in the power of human 
thought, adequately to conceive of the full bless- 
edness of the condition of those who have taken 
God in Christ to be their God, and whose sincere 
endeavour it is that their daily walk may be a 
walk with God. They please God ; and He who 
is well pleased with them through the Son of his 
love, wisely and mercifully watches over them for 
good continually. 

o 
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2. And as their condition is blessed, so do 
themselves experience true happiness. Before 
Enoch was translated, '^ he had this testimony, 
that he pleased God." 

Although substantially the privileges, as well as 
the duties of religion, are in all ages the same, 
yet, under the Gospel dispensation, as there are 
many duties the particular nature of which is 
more clearly revealed, so likewise is it with many 
of the privileges of religion. The Gospel is 
emphatically the dispensation of the Spirit. 
Our Lord is glorified, and the Holy Ghost is 
given. General blessings, therefore, are now 
brought before us in their more particular refer- 
ences, both as to character and source. 

This is particularly the case with what may be 
termed the happiness which religion occasions. 
Even before Christ came, the service of God was 
not a gloomy service. They, indeed, who were 
ignorant of its spiritual nature, might talk of 
walking mournfully before the Lord of hosts, and 
complain that it was vain for them to serve God. 
It was not thus with those who knew the real 
nature of religion. They knew that they were 
called to walk in the light of the divine counte- 
nance. For this they prayed ; and they testified 
that their prayers were not unheard : " Thou hast 
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put gladness in my heart, more than in the time 
that their com and their wine increased." 

But the glorified Saviour " hath received of 
the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost." 
Christian privileges, we may be satisfied, are 
neither /ewer nor less than were the privileges of 
religion before Christ's coming, and the descent 
of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. They who 
now walk with God, have the testimony that they 
please God. 

(I.) There is the testimony of God's Spirit. — 
This was borne, in the first instance, to their 
adoption to be the children of God, when they 
had fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set 
before them. They came to God by faith, were 
justified by faith, and found rest to their souls by 
having the love of God — a sense of God's recon- 
ciling love in Christ Jesus — shed abroad in their 
hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto them. It 
was by Him that the law was so applied to their 
conscience that they saw and felt their own sin- 
fulness and guilt ; — that they saw and felt not 
only that they had broken the precepts of the law 
in their life, but that their heart was opposed 
both to the divine character and will, — that in 
their flesh there dwelt no good thing : it was by 
His holy light that they saw themselves just as 
G 2 
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they were before God, that they felt their own 
helplessness and misery, and mourned in deep 
humiliation of spirit. He had thus wrought in 
them the godly sorrow by which he turned them 
from sin, and made it the object of their thorough 
aversion. And when they came to God by Jesus 
Christ, and were enabled by him, in true spiritual 
confidence, to rest entirely on the merit of the 
atoning sacrifice, then did " the same Spirit bear 
witness that they were the children of God," — 
that all their sins were blotted out, and themselves 
adopted into the divine family. He manifested 
the love of God to them, and thus enabled them 
to say, " We love him because he hath first 
loved us." By manifesting the pardoning mercy 
of God, that which is in itself an act of God, 
became a substantive blessing, actually received 
by man. They were not only freely forgiven, 
abundantly pardoned, but they received the for- 
giveness of sins, and were brought into a state of 
delightful and purifying communion with God. 

But, this gracious testimony was not given to 
be, as it were, a single, insulated, act, but to abide 
with those who received it. " The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God." We are called to " walk in 
the Spirit." and fn be careful that we " grieve not 
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the Holy Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed 
unto the day of redemption." It is, therefore, 
our solemnly delightful privilege to walk in the 
fear of God, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost. 
By that Holy Spirit of promise, we are enabled 
to look up to God as our Father, and to address 
him as such. He is the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. We thus, with 
humble, holy confidence, rejoice in all the bless- 
ings flowing from the paternal love of God. We 
thus glory even in tribulations, because they con- 
stitute a portion of the discipline to which our 
heavenly Father is pleased to subject us, and to 
subject us to it under the very character of chil- 
dren. We know, too, that the children of God 
are heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ ; the testimony of God*s Spirit, therefore, 
enables them to rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. Walking humbly with God — and this is 
their bounden duty, (we only refer to privilege 
as connected with duty,) — walking humbly with 
God, placing their whole reliance on God's mercy 
in Christ for present and continued and final 
acceptance, — they are enabled to look up to God 
as their reconciled Father, and forwards to heaven 
as their glorious and eternal home. No wonder 
that the Gospel should contain the command, 
G 3 
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which to the world must ever appear singular 
and even unaccountahle : " Rejoice in the Lord 
alway ; and again I say, Rejoice." 

And this is one of those rich provisions of the 
Gospel which especially displays the goodness, the 
wisdom, and the holiness of God. His goodness, — 
for thus the penitent and returning wanderer is 
not only received again into his Father's house, 
hut made to feel himself a son : his wisdom, — for 
thus is the nature which he has created, brought to 
its true rest in himself; man finds in God his 
proper and supreme good, even as it is written, 
" My people shall be satisfied with my goodness, 
saith the Lord :" and his holiness, — for the love 
of God, thus shed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghost, wins the love of man, and the love 
of God is the principle of all holiness, the source 
of all obedience. He who is in Christ Jesus, is a 
new creature. They who love God, love the law 
of the Lord; the law, therefore, is written in their 
hearts, and they are so disposed and enabled to 
all godly obedience, that they feel Christ's yoke 
to be easy, and his burden to be light. The 
formalist finds it hard and unpleasant work to 
bring himself, against all the tendencies of his 
corrupt nature, into an established habit of doing 
right ; but the Christian believer, already made a 
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new creature in Christ Jesus, says, ** And his 
commandments are not grievous." Himself for- 
given, he finds it not difficult to forgive others. 
He easily renounces the " broken cisterns that 
can hold no water," because he has within him 
the "well springing up into eternal life." He 
can "take joyfully the spoiling of his goods, 
knowing in himself that he has in heaven a better 
and an enduring substance." " She that liveth 
in " earthly "pleasure, is dead while Rhe liveth;" 
but "joy in the Holy Ghost" is the very life of 
the soul. The happiness of the Christian con- 
tributes roost powerfully to his holiness ; at once 
purifying and elevating the affections, and moving 
the whole man in the pathway of a willing obe- 
dience. 

(2.) There is the testimony of conscience,-^— 
conscience, instructed by the word of God, and 
quickened and sanctified by the Spirit of God. 
The language of St. Paul on this subject is very 
explicit : (2 Cor. i. 12 :) " For our rejoicing is 
this, the testimony of our conscience, that in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly 
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had 
our conversation in the world." True piety is 
self-distrustful, and therefore vigilant and search- 
ing, given to ficlf-examination, and a careful com- 
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parison of conduct, in its principles and motions, 
as well as in its actions, with the great and perfect 
rule, the holy word of God. The governing 
principle may be right; in this case it will be 
right : but various circumstances may sometimes 
affect the application, so as to make it more or 
less complete. They who truly serve God, neither 
examine themselves in the spirit of bondage and 
fear, nor neglect the duty under pretence of their 
Christian Uberty. They are accepted in Christ, 
and they live by faith in him, looking continually 
that every mistake, every short-coming, may be 
pardoned through the atoning blood. But they 
desire to discover these, and to discover them 
that with increasing light there may be an in- 
creasing exactness of obedience. And therefore, 
not only is conscience what may be termed the 
ruling faculty, but also the searching and inqui- 
ring one. And the result will always be twofold. 
There will be found subordinate errors, which yet, 
measured by the perfect law designed for perfect 
human nature, could not abide the severity of 
God's judgment ; and for these, and for what may 
be undiscovered, they will live by the faith that 
brings, as it were, a constantly applied, a con- 
stantly renewed, pardon to the soul ; and at the 
same time they will endeavour continually to 
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amend what is wrong, to supply what is defective, 
that so they may stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God. 

But they know whom they serve. They know 
that He, hy his grace, has changed their hearts^ 
turning them to himself, and inclining and ena- 
bling them to walk in his ways. Their love of 
holiness, they know, is his gift, his work. That 
the law is written in their hearts, is because he 
has mercifully established with them his covenant 
of forgiveness. And of all this their conscience 
bears them testimony. They know that they 
walk among men with that godly sincerity which 
purely designs to please God, that simplicity 
which guards against the introduction of motives 
merely earthly and selfish. The man of sincerity 
intends to please God, — this is the generaf frame 
and habit of the soul, — and aims at pleasing him 
in the particular actions of life. The man of 
simplicity is free from craftiness. There is no 
manoeuvring about him. He does not intend 
partly to please God, and partly to serve himself. 
A true walk with God rises far above this state 
of earthly existence. And of this, conscience, 
kept in activity and watchfulness, and taking 
occasions of retirement for a sacred examination 
of the past, as in the presence of God, bears its 
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decisive testimony. And not for any purpose of 
pride or self-complacency. Such persons feel 
that it is not with fleshly wisdom, neither of their 
own, nor of the world around them, that they have 
walked. That wisdom would have led them in 
another and a very different path. " Not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God," inclin- 
ing our hearts, and strengthening them, and still 
preserving them in the good and the right way, — 
" we have had our conversation in the world." And 
in this testimony there will always be a holy joy. 
Man was made for it. His very being is so con- 
structed, as it were, that the testimony of con- 
science is one source and occasion of inward 
pleasure : and hence the self-complacency of the 
unsanctified heart, in the ways of self-righteous- 
ness. Conscience, indeed, bears a wrong testi- 
mony. It is neither enlightened nor sanctified. 
But it gives a testimony, and a rejoicing flows 
from it, which shows what conscience was in- 
tended to effect, and what it will effect when 
brought under the influence of divine grace. He 
who walks with God places no reliance in himself. 
Christ is all in all. His glorying is in the Lord. 
Whatever of good he may perceive, the glory is 
'^'ven to Him whose work it is. But still, while 
the only confidence of the soul is in the 
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mercy of God, there will always be the most 
careful self-examination ; and that self-examina- 
tion will, while it humbles, cheer and encourage ; 
because, though it discovers what is defective, it 
likewise exhibits a work which God himself has 
wrought, and with which God will be well- 
pleased. ** Our rejoicing is this, even the testi- 
mony of our conscience." By God's blessing, 
we see that we are right ; that we are living for 
Him, not for ourselves ; for heaven and eternity, 
not for the world and time. And this right state, 
which once did not exist, is seen to be by the 
grace of God, and thus, an occasion of glorifying 
him, and of rejoicing in his work, is afforded 
to us. 

And this happiness is no otherwise dependent 
on external circumstances, than as external cir- 
cumstances are themselves subject to our own 
control. If we allow the snares of the world to 
allure us, or the threatenings of the world to 
terrify us, the world is then able to do us an 
injury ; but it can only thus injure us through 
our own consent. Religious happiness, therefore, 
may be properly said to be independent of exter- 
nal circumstances. If we choose to maintain it, 
these cannot deprive us of it. It is not derived 
from them. It is not lost by their departure. 
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It comes from God, and dwells as in the very 
depths of our nature. Our life is hid with Christ 
in God ; and while the communion with God in 
Christ is maintained, the joy and peace will con- 
tinue. And nothing can affect this but that which 
is sinful. No afflictions can, of themselves, de- 
prive us of it. He with whom we walk claims, 
indeed, the right, not only to prescribe our moral 
path, but to direct our temporal path. He does 
the first by his holy law. He does the second 
by his all-controlling providence. And as he 
himself thus leads us, so has he told us in his word 
that he will, generally at least, lead his people 
through occasional afflictions. No exemption 
from the usual trials of life is promised even to 
them that walk with God : but it is promised 
them, that through whatever afflictions they may 
pass, they shall never be deprived by them of the 
divine presence. " When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee." And this it was which animated the 
Apostle in the view of the toils and dangers 
through which the path of duty led him. ** Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ ? shall 
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tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? As it is 
written. For thy sake we are killed all the day 
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Nay, in all these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us. For I am 
persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
They who walk with God have the testimony 
that they please God. They have the happiness 
of knowing that they are adopted into his family, 
that they are objects of his wise and gracious 
providence, and heirs of the kingdom of eternal 
glory. In the midst of a world of rebellion, 
they haTe the deep and holy joy, which results 
from the testimony of their conscience that they 
have indeed returned to God, and are now walk- 
ing in holiness and righteousness before him. 
They have the peace which the world cannot 
give, and which it cannot take away, even the 
peace of God which passeth all understanding, 
and which keeps their hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. That is, they are possessed of true 
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happiness, and enjoy as much of it as can be 
enjoyed in this world of trial.' 

3. But even the remarkable close of Enoch's 
mortal condition, will be found to suggest con- 
siderations showing the advantages and blessed- 
ness of genuine piety. — The language of Moses 
IS exceedingly brief, and, of itself, would not 
have led to such conclusions, as the fuller lan- 
guage of the inspired Apostle enables us to form. 
Enoch " was translated that he should not see 
death; and was not found, because God had 
translated him." 

Let it at once be acknowledged that an im- 
penetrable obscurity rests upon all but the simply- 
announced fact of Enoch's translation, connected 
with the statement that his removal was known 
and observed. " He was not founds because God 
had translated him." This makes it evident that 
the fact itself, under whatever circumstances it 
occurred, was designed for the benefit of those 
who lived under that dispensation. It was a 
time of prevailing earthliness. The floods of 
sensuality rose higher and higher every genera- 
tion. And God gave this testimony to the truth 
and reality of things spiritual and eternal. There 
is another world, — another state and system of 
living beings. The men of Enoch's day con- 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



OR, PERSONAL PIETY. 87 

temned this solemn truth. They had the assurance 
of it given them in Enoch's own person. He had 
preached to them about this unseen world, where 
dwelt the Lord of all, and the ten thousands of 
his saints, and whence he shall come to judge the 
world, and punish the ungodly. It is not too 
much to conclude from St. Jude's language, that 
these doctrines of an invisible world, and a future 
and general judgment, were scoffed at by the 
ungodly, in the hard speeches which they spoke, 
in their ungodliness, against God. Enoch preached 
to them concerning spiritual realities ; and as a 
reward for his own fidelity, and as a testimony to 
others, he was in some way translated that he 
should not see death. 

Had the knowledge of the fact been necessary 
for our instruction, it would have been put on 
record. Secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God ; the things that are revealed are made 
known for man's obedience and benefit. And 
things unrecorded are to us the same as things 
unrevealed. What the Holy Spirit has not put 
into the sacred records, we take not as connected 
with our faith, and obedience to God. Any 
inquiry, therefore, respecting Enoch's translation, 
must, practically, be unprofitable. And in such 
a case all conjecture is useless. In a subsequent 
h2 
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age another holy man was translated, and the 
angels came from heaven to accomplish his 
removal. But whether Enoch's translation re- 
sembled Elijah's, it is impossible to ascertain. 
He was translated that he should not see death. 
He was removed from this mortal state to the 
state of immortality, without passing through the 
gates of death* Exemption from dying was 
granted to him. But we know from the Apostle 
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; and therefore he would pass, in some 
mysterious manner, through that change which in 
other men is effected by death. He became im- 
mortal without dying, and was removed to a 
world of purity and joy. 

And it is in the removal to that blessed world 
that the reward must principally consist. What 
would it avail us to be exempted from the first 
death, if we passed from earth to the lake of fire, 
which is the second death ? Translation would 
be no reward, if it were not such a translation as 
should remove us to the presence of God : and to 
be removed to that glorious presence, where there 
is fulness of joy, and to that blessed right hand, 
where there are pleasures for evermore, is reward, 
even though the removal be by the valley and 
shadow of death. 
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What, then, though we are not to look to piety 
as promising a close of life precisely like that 
with which Enoch was favoured, — though even 
the saints of God are left under the sentence of 
mortality ; yet such are the circumstances with 
which even mortality is now connected, in the 
case of those who walk with God, that sub- 
stantially, they may be said to share in the 
reward even of Enoch. When, as to this world, 
they are not, God has taken them. Some of 
these circumstances may now be considered. 

(1.) There is the gracious presence of God, by 
which the soul is blessed with peace, and joy, and 
hope, being effectually delivered from the en- 
slaving fear of death. — This seems to be the 
import of that remarkable and most cheering 
promise of our Lord, " If a man keep my 
sayings, he shall never see death.'' He shall die, 
but he shall not see death as it would be to him, 
were he called to meet it, unreconciled to God, 
unsanctiiied by the Spirit, and, therefore, unpre- 
pared for heaven. On his death-bed, death shall 
be to him but a sleep, into which he is about to 
fall. His prospect of the heavenly Canaan shall 
be so clear and bright, his views of the regions of 
blessedness into which he is about to enter, so 
distinct, that his eye shall not rest on the Jordan 
H 3 
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which rolls hetween. He is entering the valley 
and shadow of death, hut it is all light. He fears 
no evil, — for his Shepherd is with him. To him 
death has no sting. It is taken away, — for his 
sins are pardoned, and the condemning sentence 
of the ]aw rests not upon him. His happy 
language is, '* Thanks he to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." His 
death is more than peaceful. It is joyous ; it is 
triumphant. The peace may be imitated by 
ignorance, or the hardened condition of final, 
graceless impenitency. And thus there shall be 
no bond in death. But Christian peace is not the 
peace of stupidity, but of vitality and knowledge. 
It is the quiet of an enlightened conscience, 
reposing in the mercy of God, and the blood of 
Christ. And in this peace does the Christian 
course terminate. He who walks with God will 
not be translated, as Enoch was ; but his latter 
end is as safe and peaceful as Enoch's could be. 
No translation from earth, even were it visible, 
could have more glory than rested on the dying 
moments of Stephen. He was surrounded, indeed, 
by bitter enemies; and the manner of dying was, 
in itself, painfully terrific. But all was peace 
within. And even more than this. He beheld 
his Lord and Saviour waiting to receive him. 
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Hfs enemies gnasbed on him with tlieir teeth, but 
his Saviour smiled acceptance. They drove him 
forth to a fearful death, but his faith beheld the 
offered crown, and heard the words, '* Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give " it to thee. 
They stoned Stephen, but he died as one falling 
asleep. 

(2.) There are two spectacles presented to us 
in Scripture, apparently very different from each 
other, which we may now usefully contemplate. — 
What can be more sublime than the translation 
of Elijah ? There appeared unto him horses of 
fire and chariots of fire, the chariots of Israel and 
the horsemen thereof; and thus, with celestial 
magnificence, the Prophet was taken from earth 
to heaven. Look now at the gates of that rich 
man. At the door of that splendid residence, 
there lies one in the lowest condition of human 
wretchedness. He has walked with God; and 
yet, in his mysterious, but always righteous and 
merciful providence, his God has left him to the 
poverty and want which gladly supply themselves 
by the fragments which luxury casts forth. He 
is wasted by disease, and no one is with him to 
assuage his pains. The dogs lick his uncovered 
sores. Life at length departs from his wasted 
frame ; — ** the beggar died." But now, the 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



92 ENOCH : 

scene is changed. His spirit, delivered from the 
burden of the flesh, is no longer friendless and 
alone. He is carried by angels to Abraham's 
bosom. He, perhaps, was seen gasping his last 
breath ; but no one saw the chariots of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof. Yet they were present, 
though invisible. And now all is over. He 
has breathed out his last sigh. The neglected 
beggar is become the associate of angels, and a 
partaker of the rest and felicity of Abraham's 
bosom ! 

It is a blessed thought that the ministry of 
angels extends to this. Not only in life are they 
ministering spirits to the heirs of salvation, but at 
death also. As the child of God is sinking into 
his last sleep, the blessed angels are waiting to 
receive his spirit, and to bear it into the glorious 
presence of God. It is not for us to indulge in 
fanciful conjecture where revelation is silent ; but 
thus much may we say, that beings so holy and 
benevolent, beings whose praises mingle in the 
heavenly congregation with those of redeemed 
saints, will welcome their new companion, and 
congratulate him that he has finished his course, 
and that now, all is well, and well for ever. And 
what tongue can tell, what mind conceive, that 
joy which fills the disembodied spirit, thus finding 
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itself at length removed from the battle-field, and 
secured in the possession of the everlasting prize \ 
Who would not walk with God, when the path 
terminates in such felicity ! 

(3.) It is said of Enoch that he ** was not, 
because God took him.'* — And, substantially, the 
same language may be used of every one that 
dies in the Lord. As to this world they are not, 
and it is because God has taken them, — taken 
them from earth and its labours and sorrows, to 
be with himself in rest, and joy, and everlasting 
felicity. 

It is a removal from many evils, — A vain 
philosophy, or a highly -excited enthusiasm, may 
choose to speak unnaturally, as though pain were 
not pain, sorrow not sorrow. Not such is the 
wisdom of inspiration. St. Paul does not thus 
mock the man who is labouring under the burden 
it may be of accumulated calamities. With equal 
tenderness and truth he says, *^ No chastening is 
for the present joyous." When the body is 
oppressed with severe and long-continued pain, it 
is not joyous. When friend after friend, dear 
almost as life itself, is taken from us, and bereave- 
ment comes upon bereavement, it is not joyous. 
When worldly plans of providing things honest in 
the sight of God and man are permitted to fail, and 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



94 ENOCH : 

we walk in darkness and have no light ; — when 
even friends hetray a human instability, and forget 
us, or mistake us, and, as Job's friends did, censure 
where they should console and support, pouring 
in vinegar to the wounds that call for oil and 
mollifying ointment; — when our enemies mul- 
tiply, and bear down our defences, and their 
malignity is permitted to triumph ; — it is not 
joyous. Sorrow and sighing are the inseparable 
companions of almost every one that walks with 
God. Through whatever paths of spiritual felicity 
we may be led, yet, as to things temporal, " many 
are the afflictions of the righteous." It is not by 
the absence of earthly trouble, but by the pre- 
sence of a supporting heavenly joy, that the 
ways of wisdom are pleasantness, and all her 
paths, peace. 

But these afflictions belong to the discipline of 
our present condition, and extend not to the 
future. When the redeemed of the Lord finish 
their course, they obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing flee away. Look at him who 
has at length fallen asleep in Jesus. How ofiten, 
what with pain of body, what with distress of 
mind, has he, while in this tabernacle, groaned, 
being burdened. Look at him who thus peace- 
fully sleeps in Jesus.. O sing a song of praise to 
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God! The days of his mourning are all 
ENDED ! He shall hunger no more, he shall 
thirst no more. God shall wipe all tears from his 
eyes. " There shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain; for the former things are passed 

AWAY." 

God takes them. And this is the introduction 
to all good. It doth not yet appear, indeed, what 
we shall be. Particular knowledge of our future 
condition God has not communicated. But we 
know enough to animate our fi^ith, and encourage 
our hope. When absent from the body, we shall 
be present with the Lord ; present with Eternal 
Truth ; present with Infinite Goodness. The 
departing saint goes to be with Jesus in paradise, 
where he shall not only hear the now unspeakable 
words, but join in their utterance. He shall be 
in Abraham's bosom, even with the company of 
the spirits of just men made perfect. Angels 
shall bear him into the world of light, where also 
he shall find an innumerable company of angels. 
He shall serve God day and night in his temple. 
Fatigue and weariness shall be unknown ; and 
the necessity of leaving spiritual occupations in 
order to provide properly for the body, shall have 
for ever ceased. Everlasting praises shall declar- 
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that ftilness of joy, in the midst of which they are 
admitted to dwell for ever. 

They are not translated; but after what is, 
perhaps, but a momentary struggle, — it may be 
not even that, — the encumbrances of mortality 
fall off, and the disenthralled spirit springs up in 
the undecaying vigour of immortal life, to be for 
ever with the Lord. 

They who walk with God experience the con- 
tinual guardianship of Almighty love ; they enjoy 
the inward peace of God, and the good hope 
through grace ; and at length, dying in the Lord, 
they are freed for ever from all evil, they are 
blessed for ever with all good. 

And as these are the advantages and blessings 
which they enjoy, so they alone enjoy them. It 
is written, — and O let us hear the word of the 
Lord, •* The Lord is far from the wicked : — The 
face of the Lord is against the wicked : — There is 
no peace, saith my God, to the wicked ; — The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the 
nations that forget God.'* They who said to 
God, " Depart from us ; we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways ; " shall hear him say to 
them, in righteous anger, and fearful retribution, 
"Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels." Religion 
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is a walk with God. Heaven is the everlasting 
presence of God. They who refuse the one, shall 
be rejected from the other. 

Instead, then, of looking merely at some pre- 
sent gratification, take, even now, a view of the 
whole of life. Think how soon it will be over. 
Where are the multitudes who have tracked the 
wilderness before us ? Life was as full of interest 
to them, as it is to us. But it is over with 
them, and it will soon be over with us. And 
now, what reap they from any of their earthly 
schemes ? If they founded empires, they died. 
If they built pyramids, they died. If they bright- 
ened the torch of knowledge, to throw its beams 
forward over distant ages, still they died. What 
they did may possibly have benefited others. 
But for themselves, one thing, one thing only, 
was important, — Did they walk with God ? If 
they did, then are they now with him. And if 
we walk with God, soon shall we share their 
immortal blessedness. 

Here, then, is the question which every man 
should propose to himself. Am I walking with 
God ? Am I living for eternity ? 

Have we ever set ourselves to walk with God ? 
Emerging from childhood, have we taken the 
Lord for our God ? Have we joined ourselves to 
I 
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the Lord in a perpetual covenant, not to be for- 
gotten, even the covenant of reconciliation, and 
forgiveness, and peace, in Christ Jesus our Xiord ? 
Have we passed through the strait gate, and thus 
entered upon the narrow way ? 

The Searcher of hearts knows how we are 
spending our life. His eye is upon us. There 
is a hook of rememhrance hefore him, and the 
day Cometh when the hooks shall he opened, and 
the dead judged according to the things written 
in the books, even as their works have been. 
Very deeply let this thought affect us. We can- 
not evade the notice of God. We cannot escape 
his judgment. We are living, conscious beings, 
capable of great happiness and of great misery. 
Man is an awful being. He is not a mere rational 
animal, a somewhat better sort of brute. The 
word of God unfolds to man the true character of 
his existence, and spreads before him his certain 
destiny. It places full in his view — life and 
death; — a blessing and a curse. A blessing, if 
he walks with God. A curse, if he lives in an 
obstinate, impenitent rebellion. Such is man. 
Such are his unchangeable, unavoidable circum- 
stances. And thus his duty and his interest 
combine. It is his duty to walk with God. It is 
his interest to walk with God. To neglect this 
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is equally to sin against God, and to wrong his 
own soul. 

Happy is it for us that God is slow to anger, 
and plentiful in mercy. Have we hitherto neg- 
lected what is thus equally our interest and our 
duty ? Have we been following too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts, erring and 
straying from his ways like lost sheep ? Do we 
see this ? Have we begun to feel it ? Is the 
remembrance of our sins grievous unto us ? Is 
the burden of them intolerable ? Do we ask, 
" What shall we do ?" In such case, hearken to the 
tender, the most merciful invitation of Christ, 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." Come to the 
throne of grace, through him who is our advocate 
with the Father, even Jesus Christ the righteous, 
who is the propitiation for our sins. Come, that 
you may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need. Only delay not ; trifle not. Great 
is the work that has to be done. Eternity 
depends upon it. Begin now, and begin in 
thorough earnestness, and remember, — He that 
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved. 

And if so much depends on the work, how 
important that we guard, by a true, a sacredly 
jealous earnestness, against all self-deception ! 
I 2 
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Here is the one, unchanging, Unchangeable cha- 
' racter of religion, — walking with Gad. It implies 
Religious Profession ; but religious profession by 
Itself does not constitute it. There may be pro* 
fession, where there is no possession. Religion 
does not consist in practising religious observances 
before men to be seen of them, valuing ourselves 
on account of what we do, and seeking praise 
from others. The religion that feeds human 
vanity, is vain. It is worse than vain. It is 
adding guilt to sin ; it is mocking God. Religion 
is walking humbly with God. It is making God 
the great object of our life. It is easy to talk of 
doing God's will, when it seems to agree with our 
own ; and of God*s glory, when it brings praise 
to ourselves. But every thing depends on our 
sincerity in this. We ought frequently to try 
ourselves by the severest tests ; for if we fail here, 
our failure is entire, and our ruin certain. Can 
we, then, acquiesce in the will of God, when that 
will is contrary to our own ? Do we at once 
suspect our own, when it is opposed to God*s ? 
Do we say, "The will of the Lord be done," 
because it is the Lord's will ? And in matters of 
doubtfulness, is this our rule, that that is most 
likely to be the will of God, which is most evidently 
connected with our own holiness ? And when we 

Digitized by LjOOQ!'^ 



OR, PERSONAL PIETY. 101 

say that we desire to glorify God, is it that the 
attention of others may be drawn to God, and 
fixed upon him, without regard to our own instru- 
mentality? If by serving God, we ourselves 
obtain approbation, can we receive it safely ? 
without being inflated by it ? And if we do good, 
can we be satisfied that God knows it, while man 
remains ignorant ? This is an erring world. God^s 
judgment alone is unerring, always according to 
truth. Can we rest satisfied with this ? If we do 
good, and by the mistaken judgment of man, 
another obtains the credit of the deed, — Columbus 
discovers a new world ; Americus fixes his name 
upon it, — can we go on, rejoicing that we have 
the testimony that we please God ? The good is 
done. The world has the benefit. Only we are 
overlooked. No, we are not. God sees it, — 
God, who overlooks not the cup of cold water 
given to the disciple, in the name of a disciple. 
Are we content with this ? We have pronounced 
judgment on Nineveh. Because God glorifies his 
mercy in sparing the penitent, are we angry, 
because it may be reported that we were false 
prophets ? And what if it be ? Can we not sacri- 
fice fame for God? Jonah is censured; but God 
is glorified. Is not this enough for us ? If we 
have done right, does not He that searcheth the 
I 3 
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heart know it ? And will He not mercifully reward 
it ? O let us fear, lest we be found seeking our- 
selves, when we profess to be seeking God. This 
is the real bent of our corrupt nature : and by 
thus examining ourselves, we shall ascertain 
whether that corrupt nature still reigns in us, or 
whether it is mortified ; and if mortified, what of 
strength it may still possess. The uneasiness we 
feel when we fancy ourselves neglected, is the 
measure of the strength and depth of what is truly 
religious principle. And the command is, " Walk 
before me, and be thou perfect." It should be 
our aim, first, to ascertain the defects that may 
exist ; and then, to remove or supply them. The 
more exact is our walk with God, the more de- 
cided and copious will be its advantages and 
blessings. And even if we look at the question 
of comparative easiness, that careful and exact 
walk which is produced by full, unhesitating de- 
cision, will be found to be the easiest. There 
is, it is to be acknowledged, what is only a spu- 
rious rigour ; an exactness such as was that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, who tithed the mint, and the 
anise, and the cummin ; scrupulousness, rather 
than, sanctified tenderness, of conscience. Bat 
the true exactness at which the Christian has to 
^im, is that which results from the entire devotion 
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of his afTcctions to God ; from the confirmed con- 
viction of the incomparable excellence and value 
of true religion ; of the immeasurable superiority 
of things spiritual to things temporal : so that 
there is no hesitancy, no wavering, but the soul 
moves onward as in willing obedience to one 
uncounteracted attraction. 

How, then, is this to be secured ? As a general 
reply, it might be said — By obedience. There is 
much good sense in the often-repeated remark, — 
Use grace, and have grace. Let none of the 
tendencies of grace be weakened by resistance ; 
none of the tendencies of earth and sin strength- 
ened by indulgence. Let the spirit of devotion 
be maintained. Let the acts of devotion be duly 
performed. " They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength ; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and not be 
weary ; they shall walk, and not faint.** 

But, particularly, let the life of faith be main- 
tained. Let faith in Christ be still regarded as 
the great principle which gives support to the 
spiritual life. You believed in Christ, that you 
might be justified by faith ; and he was made of 
God unto you " wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.*' By the indwell- 
ing Spirit you are brought to love God, and to 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



104 ENOCH : 

delight in his law. But you are no more to trust 
in yourselves now, than when at first you came 
to God. You are accepted of God only through 
his Son. You are still justified freely hy his grace 
through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ. 
Your continued salvation is God*s merciful gift, 
as was its first hestowment. The holiest saints 
have always rested here; even on their dying bed, 
when they were finishing their course with joy. 
For acceptance with God, their continued lan- 
guage is,— 

** I the chief of sinners ara, 
But Jesus died for me." 

And live by faith as it implies a clear and steady 
view of invisible and abiding realities. " This is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith." The revelation is distinctly made in Scrip- 
ture. Let your faith vividly apprehend it. Place 
eternal things before you ; keep them constantly 
in view ; always regard the world in its relations 
to a spiritual and eternal state. You may not 
lose sight of the world. That would be one 
error. You would instantly fall into the neglect . 
of your bounden worldly duties. But do not 
look at the world at all, as your end, — as it ap- 
pears in itself. See it, but see it in the light of 
eternity. See it in its relations to God, and his 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



OR, PERSONAL PIETY. 105. 

will, and his glory. See it as subordinate to eter- 
nity. Place it so as that you may, so to speak, 
see both worlds at once, — in the same line : only 
see heaven as higher than earth, and earth as it 
may lead to heaven. It is not enough that you 
generally believe in the world to come, and occa- 
sionally realize the glorious prospect. If so we 
may term it, the whole philosophy of the Christian 
life is expressed by the statement, — "For we 
walk by faith, not by sight." Not merely, "We 
^re faith, and sometimes use it;" — but, "We walk 
by it. All that we do is in reference to it. What 
we do in reference to the world, is not done because 
we make the world in these things our object. 
We do not walk by sight. We do walk by faith." 
The Christian is industrious in his temporal calling. 
The word of God as distinctly commands this, as 
it commands prayer. But in obeying the com- 
mand, he seeks to be governed by the same motive 
which influences him in prayer. It is by setting 
the Lord alway before us, that we keep the inten- 
tion to glorify him in continual vitality and power. 
But this is to be done, not in reference to spiritual 
things merely: "Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God." If you find your gaze, as it were, dropping 
down from heaven to earth, or if your view of 
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things spiritual seems as though it were becoming 
dim, and the impression on your mind less power^, 
feel that this is the commencement of danger. At 
once seek to strengthen your faith by renewed 
exercise, and cry earnestly in prayer, " Lord, in- 
crease our faith!" Your walk by faith shall be a 
walk with God. 

Blessed and happy is the man that thus lives 
and walks. To him life is no longer insignificant 
. and vain. It is the seed-time of eternity. It is 
full of importance ; but its importance is not bur- 
densome. He walks at liberty, in seeking the 
precepts of God. He has learned to be diligent 
without anxiety, serious without gloom, cheerful 
without levity, to seek for heaven while really 
neglecting nothing on earth that properly requires 
attention. Happy the man that so walks. His 
will is brought into a subjection, holy and happy, 
with the will which in infinite wisdom governs 
the universe. He moves in his prescribed 
path, for he runs with patience the race 
that is set before him; God Almighty, in 
infinite condescension and love, has established 
his covenant with him, and is therefore his " shield, 
and his exceeding great reward." And for 
him, this is enough. With the diligence of 
the hireling, but with the affectionate freedom 
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of the child, he fulfils his day ; and when he is 
made aware that the appointed change is drawing 
nigh, " Lord," he says, " now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word ; for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation." And hlessed 
is that dying hour. He is departing from the 
field of conflict and trial, to the glorious inherit- 
ance of saints in light. He will soon he one of 
that " great multitude *' who offer their ceaseless 
adorations before the throne of God and the 
Lamb. He has lived through the years appointed 
him hy his heavenly Master. Do we ask, "What 
has he done ? What fruit does he gather from 
his existence on earth ?" Eternity alone can give 
the explicit reply. This has he gained by living, 
that he shall experience, long as eternal ages 
continue to roll onward, all the good pleasure of 
the goodness of God, Only he who walks with 
God, fulfils the designs of his Creator and Re- 
deemer. Not to be Christian is to be less than 
man. See, then, the path of light, which holy 
Enoch trod. A whole host of glorified spirits 
invite you to follow him and them. The faithful 
servants of the Lord Jesus, blessing God that he 
has guided their footsteps into the way of peace, 
all, in effect, say to you, *' We are journeying to 
the place of which God said, I will give it you : 
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Come thou with us^ and we will do thee good" 
For this, among other purposes, do the saints of 
the Most High live. Rightly was it said by 
an ancient Christian, — " For whosoever in the 
church lives piously and chastely, setting his 
affections on things above, not on things on the 
earth, becomes in a manner the image of a 
heavenly light : and while he preserves the bright- 
ness of a holy life, as the star (which appeared 
to the wise men) he shows many the way to 
Christ."* And besides this celestial light shining 
in an earthly atmosphere, a voice from heaven, — 
the voice that in another form shall summon you 
to judgment, — the voice of Him who unveils to 
us, so far as it is necessary that we should know 
them, the grand realities of the eternal world ; — 
that voice distinctly says, — (O for grace to render 
a prompt, unreserved, and persevering obedience!) 
— " This is the way ; walk ye in it." 

* Quicunque enim in ecclesia pie vivit et caste, qui ea 
qu8B Bursum sunt sapit, non quae super terrain, coelestls 
quodammodo instar est lutninis : et dum ipse sanctae vits 
nitorem senrat, multis viam ad Dominum, quasi Stella, 
demonstrat — Leon, Magn, Serm. In Epiphan, Hi, 
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